


















































ORDINANCE 08-24-02 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF TIKI ISLAND, TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 
40, ARTICLE I, MODIFYING SECTION 40-7 “OBSTRUCTING PEDESTRIAN LANE ON 
TIKI DRIVE” BY DESIGNATING IT AS A NO PARKING ZONE WHEN SO SIGNED, AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND MAKING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO 
THE SUBJECT. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen finds that it is in the public interest to modify Chapter 40, Article 

I, “General”, to add the last sentence to Section 40-7(d) to designate the pedestrian lane a no parking zone 
when so signed; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE VILLAGE OF 
TIKI ISLAND, TEXAS:  

Section 1. Amendments. Chapter 40, Article I of the Code of Ordinances is amended to read 
as shown in the attached Exhibit “A” with deletions being struck and additions shown underlined. 

Section 2. Publication and effective date. This ordinance shall become effective 
immediately after publication in accordance with the requirements of state law. 

Section 3. Repeal. This Ordinance is intended to be cumulative and shall not repeal any 
provision of a previous ordinance or Village Code except to the extent that a provision is inconsistent and 
cannot be reconciled with this ordinance. 

 Section 4. Severability. In the event any clause, phrase, provision, sentence, or part of this 
Ordinance or the application of the same to any person or circumstance shall for any reason be adjudged 
invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it is the intention of the Board of 
Aldermen that the invalidity or unconstitutionality of the one or more parts shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate this Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision other than the part declared to be invalid or 
unconstitutional; and the Board of Aldermen of the Village of Tiki Island, Texas, declares that it would have 
passed each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus declared to be 
invalid or unconstitutional, whether there be one or more parts. 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this, the 20th day of August, 2024. 

ATTEST: 

 

 

X
Brandee Lawther
City Secretary

  

X
Vernon "Goldie" Teltschick
Mayor
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 40-1. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Bicycle means every device propelled by human power upon which any person may ride, having two tandem 
wheels either of which is more than 20 inches in diameter.  

Commercial motor vehicle has the same meaning as under V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 621.101.  

Construction machinery has the same meaning as under V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 502.001, and 
includes, without limitation, cranes, pile drivers, motor graders, dozers, excavators, draglines, wheel loaders, 
concrete pumps, boom lifts and forklifts.  

Hiking means walking.  

Jogging means running, trotting, or alternately running and walking.  

Pedestrian means any person afoot. 

Rollerblading means to skate on any type of roller skates or street skates.  

Sidewalk means that portion of a street between the curbline or roadway and the adjacent property line 
designated for pedestrian use.  

(Code 1994, § 10.1001; Ord. No. 08-22-01, § 1, 8-16-2022) 

Sec. 40-2. State rules of the road adopted. 

To the extent applicable within the city, the Texas Rules of the Road, V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 541.001 
et seq., to the extent applicable within municipalities, are hereby adopted and made a part hereof as if fully set out 
herein.  

(Code 1994, art. 10.100; Ord. No. 2-84-1, § 1, 2-14-1984) 

State law reference(s)—General rule of uniformity of traffic laws, V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 542.201; power 
of local authorities to regulate and enforce, V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 542.202; limitations on local 
authority, V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 542.203; limitations on municipalities, V.T.C.A., Transportation 
Code § 542.2035; powers related to intersections, V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 542.204.  

Sec. 40-3. Obedience to traffic control officers. 

No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order, direction or signal (visual or audible) 
of any peace officer vested by law with authority to direct, control, or regulate traffic.  

(Code 1994, § 10.801; Ord. No. 2-84-1, § 6A, 2-14-1984) 

Sec. 40-4. Fleeing from peace officer prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any driver to flee or attempt to flee from a peace officer who orders, directs, or signals with 
all proper indicia (red light or siren) to stop such driver. The fact that a driver flees or attempts to flee from a peace 
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officer who orders, directs, or signals with all proper indicia (red light or siren) to stop such driver and necessitates 
a high speed chase or pursuit along the public streets of the village shall be prima facie evidence that it was 
willfully done, and the fact a high speed chase or pursuit was necessitated to stop such driver shall be prima facie 
evidence that such driver was attempting to flee from such peace officer.  

(Code 1994, § 10.802; Ord. No. 2-84-1, § 6B, 2-14-1984) 

Sec. 40-5. Negligent collision. 

(a) If any driver or operator of a vehicle upon any public street or upon any drive in any public park, within the 
corporate limits of the village, shall willfully or with negligence, as is defined in the penal code of this state in 
the title and chapter on criminally negligent homicide, collide with or cause damage to any other vehicle of 
any kind whatsoever, or with any other property at any place within the corporate limits of the village, he 
shall be guilty of negligent collision, and upon conviction shall be punished as provided herein.  

(b) Proof of no intent on the part of any operator of any vehicle charged with an offense under this section to 
collide with any other vehicle or with any other property shall be no defense to any charge filed under the 
authority of such section.  

(c) Nothing contained in this section shall authorize the prosecution of any person for the violation of the same 
while such person is operating any fire department or police department vehicle of the village in the 
performance of his duty, provided, that it shall not be necessary in any complaint, action or proceeding 
under this section to negate this exception, but the same shall be proved by the defendant by way of 
defense.  

(Code 1994, art. 10.400; Ord. No. 10-84-1, § 3, 10-9-1984) 

Sec. 40-6. School bus marking; duty of other drivers when bus is loading or unloading. 

(a) Every bus used for the transportation of school children shall bear upon the front and rear thereon a plainly 
visible sign containing the words "school bus" in letters not less than eight inches in height. When a school 
bus is operated on a street or highway within the city limits for any purposes other than the actual 
transportation of children either to or from school, all markings thereon indicating "school bus" shall be 
covered.  

(b) The driver of a vehicle on any street within the city limits approaching a school bus from any direction 
receiving or discharging passengers shall bring such vehicle or motorcycle to a full stop, and the operator of 
such vehicle shall not start up or attempt to pass in any direction until the school bus vehicle has finished 
receiving or discharging its passengers.  

(Code 1994, §§ 10.702, 10.703; Ord. No. 2-84-1, §§ 5B, 5C, 2-14-1984) 

Sec. 40-7. Obstructing pedestrian lane on Tiki Drive. 

(a) The village has created a pedestrian lane on Tiki Drive for use by pedestrians, joggers, hikers, bicycle traffic 
and rollerblade traffic. The pedestrian lane, approximately six feet in width, begins at the entrance to the 
condominiums located at 400 Tiki Drive and continues along the south side of Tiki Drive to the intersection of 
Tiki Drive and Tamana/Paradise, and continues along the north side of Tiki Drive to the end of Tiki Drive at 
Isles End Road.  

(b) No person shall congregate on any public sidewalk, or any part of the designated pedestrian lane so as to 
obstruct same or inhibit the free flow of pedestrian traffic.  
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(c) No person shall block any sidewalk or designated pedestrian lane by obstructing the same so that it is 
impossible for a pedestrian to travel along the sidewalk without leaving the sidewalk and walking on 
adjacent property or on the street.  

(d) It is unlawful for any person to park a motor vehicle across or on a sidewalk, bicycle path or designated 
pedestrian lane. No motor vehicle, motorized bicycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorcycle may be operated on 
a sidewalk, bicycle path, or designated pedestrian lane. The pedestrian lane shall be designated a “no parking 
zone” when so signed. 

(Code 1994, §§ 10.1002, 10.1003) 

Secs. 40-8—40-32. Reserved. 
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Formatted: Font: 12 pt

Formatted: Border: Top: (No border)AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF TIKI ISLAND, TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 
4 “ANIMALS” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ALIGN REGULATIONS WITH THE 
APPROVED INTER-LOCAL AGREEMENT WITH GALVESTON COUNTY HEALTH 
DISTRICT ANIMAL RESOURCES CENTER; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
MAKING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen, of the Village of Tiki Island, Texas finds that it is in the public 

interest to modify Chapter 4 “Animals” to delete references to local animal control and add reference align 
regulations with the inter-local agreement between the “Village” and Galveston County Health District 
Animal Resources Center; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE VILLAGE OF 
TIKI ISLAND, TEXAS:  

Section 1. Amendments. Chapter 4 of the Code of Ordinances is amended to read as shown 
in the attached Exhibit “A” with deletions being struck and additions shown underlined. 

Section 2. Publication and effective date. This ordinance shall become effective 
immediately after publication in accordance with the requirements of state law. 

Section 3. Repeal. This Ordinance is intended to be cumulative and shall not repeal any 
provision of a previous ordinance or Village Code except to the extent that a provision is inconsistent and 
cannot be reconciled with this ordinance. 

 Section 4. Severability. In the event any clause, phrase, provision, sentence, or part of this 
Ordinance or the application of the same to any person or circumstance shall for any reason be adjudged 
invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it is the intention of the Board of 
Aldermen that the invalidity or unconstitutionality of the one or more parts shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate this Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision other than the part declared to be invalid or 
unconstitutional; and the Board of Aldermen of the Village of Tiki Island, Texas, declares that it would have 
passed each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus declared to be 
invalid or unconstitutional, whether there be one or more parts. 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this, the 20th day of August, 2024. 

ATTEST: 

 

X
Brandee Lawther
City Secretary

  

X
Vernon "Goldie" Teltschick
Mayor

 



EXHIBIT “A” 

Chapter 4 ANIMALS1 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 4-1. Scope; applicability. 

Animal population, animal control, prohibition and exceptions for keeping wild or exotic animals, rabies 
vaccination, rabies eradication, licenses, permits, fees, revocation of permits or licenses, quarantining, 
impoundment and nuisances shall be regulated in accordance with this chapter. Animal sheltering services and 
animal field control services in the Village are regulated through an inter-local agreement with the Galveston 
County Health District Animal Resource Center, as may be amended from time to time. Information is available at 
www.gchd.org. 

(Code 1994, § 2.101; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .001, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-2. Purpose. 

The primary function and intent of this chapter is protection of the health, safety and welfare of the people 
within the village by controlling the animal population and species and establishing uniform rules for the control 
and eradication of rabies.  

(Code 1994, § 2.102; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .002, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-3. Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the definitions as stated in the current or latest "rabies control and 
eradication" rules of the state department of health shall apply with the following exceptions or additions:  

Animal means a warm- or cold-blooded animal.  

Animal shelter means any facility operated by the village or by the county health district, a humane society, 
municipal agency or any other governmental entity or its authorized agents for the purpose of impounding or 
caring for animals held under the authority of this article or state law.  

Confined orconfinement means confined within a building, house or structure or within a fenced yard or 
premises, so that the animal cannot escape from the building, house, structure or fenced yard or premises without 
human assistance.  

Dangerous dog means a dog that makes an unprovoked attack on a person that causes bodily injury and 
occurs in a place other than an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to 
prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own or a dog that commits unprovoked acts in a place other 

 

1State law reference(s)—Local Public Health Reorganization Act, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 121.001 et 
seq.; treatment of animals, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 821.001 et seq.; dangerous dogs, V.T.C.A., 
Health and Safety Code § 822.001 et seq.; Rabies Control Act of 1981, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 
826.001 et seq.; animal health, V.T.C.A., Occupations Code § 801.001 et seq.; cruelty to livestock animals, 
V.T.C.A., Penal Code § 42.09; livestock, V.T.C.A., Agriculture Code § 141.001 et seq.; registration of dogs and 
cats, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 826.031; protection of birds, nests, and eggs, V.T.C.A., Parks and 
Wildlife Code § 64.002 et seq.; vaccination of dogs and cats, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 826.021; 
restraint of dogs and cats; impoundment, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 826.033; quarantine of animals, 
V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 826.042 et seq.  

http://www.gchd.org/
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than an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to prevent the dog from 
leaving the enclosure on its own and those acts cause bodily injury to that person.  

Enclosure means a house or a building, or in the case of a fence or a structure or pen, the fence or structure 
or pen must be at least six feet in height. The structure or pen must also have minimum dimensions of five feet by 
ten feet. The fence or structure or pen must form an enclosure suitable to prevent entry of young children, and 
must be locked and secured such that a dog cannot climb, dig, jump or otherwise escape of its own volition. The 
enclosure shall be securely locked at all times. The structure or pen must have secure sides to prevent the vicious 
dog from escaping from the enclosure. The structure or pen shall provide protection from the elements for the 
vicious dog. The police chief shall have the right to require that the fence be higher than six feet or require a 
secure top or a secure bottom be added to the structure or pen if the need is demonstrated. This additional 
requirement shall be based upon the type of dog to be kept in the enclosure and its anticipated ability to escape.  

Exotic animal means the same as wild animal.  

High risk animals include skunks, bats, foxes and raccoons.  

Licensing authority means the village police chief, members of the village police department and their 
designees.  

Low risk animals means all animals of the orders marsupialia, insectivora rodentia, lagomorpha and 
xenartha.  

Owner means any person owning, keeping or harboring one or more animals. An animal shall be deemed to 
be harbored if it is fed, sheltered or allowed or permitted to remain on a person's property or property under 
control of the person for three or more days without the person notifying the office of the police chief. If the 
owner or keeper of an animal is a minor, the parent or guardian of that minor shall be responsible for compliance 
with the specifications of this chapter.  

Police chief means the village police chief, members of the village police department and their designees.  

Quarantine means complete and total isolation in such a place and in such a manner and for a period of time 
as may be prescribed by the health director.  

Running at large orat large means that a dog or cat is not under the control of the owner, or that of a person 
or persons authorized by the owner to care for the dog, either by cord, leash, chain or confinement.  

Veterinary hospital means any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed veterinarian for surgery, 
diagnosis and treatment of diseases and injuries of animals.  

Wild animal means and includes any mammal, amphibian, reptile or fowl which is of a species which is wild 
by nature, and of a species which, due to size, vicious nature or other characteristic is or may be dangerous to 
human beings. Such animals shall include, but not be limited to, lions, tigers, leopards, panthers, lynx, wolves, 
raccoons, ferrets, skunks, (whether deodorized or not), monkeys, foxes, elephants, rhinoceroses, alligators, 
crocodiles, and all forms of poisonous reptiles. The term "wild animal," as used in this chapter, shall not include 
gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, mice or rabbits.  

(Code 1994, §§ 2.201, 2.103; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .003, 12-13-1988) 

Secs. 4-42—4-24. Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
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Sec. 4-25. Police chief to enforce; duties. 

The village police chief shall enforce the provisions of this chapter and in that regard shall have the following 
duties and authority:  

(1) The police chief may temporarily suspend, postpone or defer enforcement of any part, section, 
subsection or paragraph of this chapter in any part, section or area of the village when in his opinion 
the part, section, subsection or paragraph is unnecessary at a particular time to control the animal 
population and protect the health and safety of the people.  

(2) The police chief may enforce any and all requirements of this chapter in any way and in all parts of the 
village as he may deem necessary to control the animal population and protect the health and safety of 
the people.  

(3) The police chief shall collect for the account of the village all fees set by the village council necessary to 
recover the costs incurred in meeting the requirements of this chapter. The police chief may further 
collect for the village all unpaid costs, fees or charges incurred by the animal while in violation of this 
chapter.  

(4) The police chief shall make all inspections required in this chapter.  

(5) The police chief shall take up and impound or cause to be taken up or impounded all animals in the 
village, on public or private property, which are in violation of this chapter.  

(6) The police chief may trap, capture, shoot, tranquilize or use any other means or methods that may be 
deemed necessary and prudent to perform the duties imposed herein. Any person who has control or 
possession of an animal which is in violation of this article shall upon demand, turn over such animal to 
the police chief.  

(7) The police chief may prescribe and promulgate such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with any 
law of the state, as may be deemed necessary to protect the health and safety of the people and to 
effectively perform the duties imposed herein.  

(Code 1994, §§ 2.122, 2.123; Ord. No. 12-88-3, §§ .023, .024, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-26. Unlawful to interfere with police chief. 

It shall be a violation of this chapter to interfere with the police chief or his deputies in the performance of 
their duties.  

(Code 1994, § 2.124; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .025, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-27. Defense of officials in court proceedings. 

Any suit brought against the police chief, the village or any officer or employee of the police chief or village 
because of some act performed in the enforcement of any provision of this chapter shall be defended by legal 
counsel of the village until the final termination of the proceedings.  

(Code 1994, § 2.127; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .028, 12-13-1988) 
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Sec. 4-28. Issuance of citations. 

(a) In addition to, or in lieu of, impounding an animal which is in violation or has violated any section or 
subsection of this chapter or in addition to or in lieu of suspension or revocation of a license or permit, the 
police chief or any full-time salaried police or law enforcement officer may issue to the owner of such animal 
a notice of ordinance violation. Such notice shall impose upon the owner a penalty which shall be stated on 
the notice, which may, at the discretion of the animal owner, be paid to the village within the time specified 
on the notice in full satisfaction of the assessed penalty.  

(b) In the event that such penalty is not paid within the time period prescribed, a complaint will be filed in a 
court of law and upon conviction of a violation of this chapter the owner shall be punished as provided in this 
article.  

(Code 1994, § 2.125; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .026, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-29. License and registration; fees. 

Any person required under this chapter to obtain a license for an animal or any person required under this 
chapter to register a vicious animal shall obtain the license or registration from the police chief and shall pay a 
license or registration fee in the amount provided in the village fee schedule. All license and registration fees shall 
be paid to and collected by the village before any permit or license will be issued. The village shall keep a current 
and accurate accounting of all fees and other monies collected, the name of all persons upon whose account the 
same was paid, the date and amount therefor.  

(Code 1994, §§ 2.107, 2.108; Ord. No. 12-88-3, §§ .007, .008, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-30. Report of animal attacks. 

Any person having knowledge of an animal bite or scratch or other attack on an individual or of an animal 
that the person suspects is rabid, shall report the incident or animal to the police chief. The report shall include the 
name and address of any victim and of the owner of the animal, if known, and any other data which may aid in the 
locating of the victim or the animal. The person shall make the report as soon as possible, but not later than 24 
hours from the time of the incident.  

(Code 1994, § 2.111; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .012, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-31. Penalties. 

Violations of any provision of this chapter shall be punished by a fine in accordance with section 1-13. Each 
violation and each day the violation of this article continues shall constitute a separate offense. The owner of an 
animal which inflicts severe injury or death to a person or bites a person on public or private property, or which 
kills a domestic animal without provocation while off the owner's property shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  

(Code 1994, § 2.126; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .027, 12-13-1988) 

Secs. 4-3225—4-50. Reserved. 
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DIVISION 2. DOG AND CAT LICENSING2 

Sec. 4-51. Required. 

(a) Every person owning, harboring or having in his possession a dog or cat is hereby required to obtain from the 
village for each dog or cat an annual license which must be obtained within seven days following an annual 
rabies vaccination as required herein. It is unlawful for any person to own, keep, harbor or have in his 
possession within the village on the premises owned, occupied or controlled by the person, or at any other 
place, a dog or cat for which a current license has not been obtained or whose license has been declared 
invalid, expired or revoked.  

(b) Any owner of a dog or cat brought into the village from other areas shall within seven days of arrival obtain a 
license for each dog or cat as required herein. The license shall be valid for the same term as other licenses; 
provided, however, that the license shall not be valid for longer than one year from the date of the last 
rabies vaccination.  

(Code 1994, § 2.106(a), (d); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .006, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-52. Exceptions. 

The licensing requirements of this division shall not apply to:  

(1) Dogs and cats under the age of four months if kept confined.  

(2) Dogs or cats owned by, or in custody or under the control of, persons who are non-residents of the 
village, traveling through the village or temporarily sojourning therein for a period not exceeding 30 
days.  

(3) Dogs or cats brought to the village exclusively for the purpose of entering the same in any show or 
exhibition, and which are actually entered in and kept at such show or exhibition.  

(4) Dogs duly and properly trained to aid or assist blind persons when such dogs are actually used by blind 
persons for the purpose of aiding or assisting such blind persons in going from place to place.  

(5) Dogs duly and properly trained to aid or assist deaf persons when such dogs are actually used by deaf 
persons for the purpose of aiding or assisting such deaf persons in going from place to place.  

(Code 1994, § 2.106(h); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .006, 12-13-1988) 

 
2State law reference(s)—Authority of local governments to require registration of dogs and cats and collect fees 

therefor, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 826.031.  
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Sec. 4-53. Proof of rabies vaccination. 

A license for a dog or cat shall not be issued unless there is exhibited to the licensing authority a certificate 
from a licensed veterinarian showing that the animal to be licensed has been inoculated with an approved rabies 
vaccine, in accordance with the recommendations of the manufacturer.  

(Code 1994, § 2.106(b); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .006, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-54. Term. 

The license referenced in section 4-53 shall be valid for a period of up to one year and shall coincide with the 
beginning and expiration date of the rabies vaccination certificate.  

(Code 1994, § 2.106(c); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .006, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-55. Tag. 

(a) Upon acceptance of the license application or rabies vaccination certificate and payment of a license fee, the 
licensing authority shall issue a durable tag, stamped with an identifying number and the year of issuance; 
and the tag or the receipt for payment of the license tag shall be presented to the licensing authority upon 
demand. Failure to present the license tag or the receipt for the tag, as required herein, shall constitute a 
violation of this article.  

(b) The owner of every dog or cat shall attach the license identification tag to a collar or harness and the collar 
or harness with tags shall be worn by the dog or cat at all times when off the premises of the owner. Tags 
shall not be switched from one animal to another.  

(Code 1994, § 2.106(e), (f); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .006, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-56. Replacement of lost tags. 

The village shall maintain a record of the identifying numbers of all tags issued and this record shall be 
available to the public. If the license tag has been lost, a duplicate may be obtained from the police chief upon 
payment of the appropriate fee as provided in the village fee schedule.  

(Code 1994, § 2.106(g); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .006, 12-13-1988) 

Secs. 4-5751—4-85. Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. IMPOUNDMENT 

Sec. 4-86. Recording of intake information; notice of impoundment. 

(a) As soon as possible after an animal has been delivered to or picked up by the police chief, a record of the 
animal will be recorded. The record should include a description of each animal, whether bearing a license 
tag or not, and the number of the tag and the name of the person registering the animal in each case where 
the animal bears a license tag.  
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(b) In case the animal bears a license tag, the police chief may, but is not obligated to, notify the person to 
whom such license tag was issued. The owner of the animal may be notified in person, by letter, postal card, 
telephone or written notice left at his last known residence. The owner shall be deemed notified upon 
mailing of the letter or postal card or leaving of the written notice whether the owner of the animal receives 
the notice or not.  

(Code 1994, § 2.114; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .015, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-87. Release. 

(a) If an impounded animal is found to be free from rabies or other infectious or contagious diseases, the police 
chief shall release it to the owner following the quarantine or impoundment period if:  

(1) The owner pays all pound, boarding and other fees together with any applicable fines;  

(2) The owner redeems his animal within 72 hours after capture or impoundment; and  

(3) The owner of a dog or cat has an unexpired rabies vaccination certificate and license for the animal; or  

(4) The dog or cat is vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian at the owner's expense and a 
village or county license for the animal is obtained; and  

(5) The owner presents proper identification and proof of ownership.  

(b) No wild or exotic animal shall be released except to persons who qualify and comply with the requirements 
of this chapter.  

(Code 1994, § 2.115; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .016, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-88. Disposal of unclaimed, sick and injured animals. 

The police chief may sell and retain the proceeds, keep, grant or humanely destroy or destroy in such a 
manner as the police chief may deem necessary, under the circumstances, any animal that the owner or custodian 
does not take possession of on or before the third day following the final day of quarantine or on or before the 
third day of impoundment. It is expressly provided that in the case of diseased, sick, injured or otherwise 
unhealthy animals, impounded under this article, other than those affected or thought to be affected by rabies, it 
is unnecessary to await the expiration of the impounded or redemption period before disposing of such animals.  

(Code 1994, § 2.116; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .017, 12-13-1988) 

Secs. 4-8986—4-119. Reserved. 

ARTICLE III. CARE AND CONTROL 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Sec. 4-120. Running at large prohibited. 

(a) At large in vehicle. No owner or keeper of any dog or cat shall permit or allow such dog or cat to run at large 
within the limits of the village. The owner or keeper of any animal running at large or not confined shall be in 
violation of this chapter. Unrestrained animals in the back of pickup trucks which are not covered with a 
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camper cover or other such device shall be considered at large. Animals in vehicles shall be restrained in a 
manner which will not cause injury and will prevent the animal from reaching the outside of the vehicle.  

(b) At large on private property. Any dog or cat found trespassing or running at large upon any private property 
may be taken up by any person and delivered to the police chief.  

(c) Notice. Every person other than the police chief who takes up any animal under the provisions of this article 
or otherwise shall immediately thereafter give notice thereof to the police chief. Every such person, or any 
person in whose custody such animal may in the meantime be placed, shall upon demand deliver such 
animal to the police chief. The animal shall be delivered to a place designated by the authority, without fee 
or charge, and the police chief shall thereupon hold and dispose of such animal as though such animal had 
been found running at large and impounded by the police chief.  

(Code 1994, § 2.109; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .009, 12-13-1988) 

State law reference(s)—Authority of municipality to impound stray dogs and cats, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code 
§ 826.033; authority of municipalities to require restraint of dogs and cats, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 
826.033.  

Secs. 4-120. Reserved. 

Sec. 4-121. Number of dogs and cats limited. 

It is unlawful for any person to keep, harbor, possess, maintain or allow to be kept, harbored, possessed or 
maintained more than three dogs or three cats or a combination of the animals with the total number exceeding 
three, over three months old, upon or within any premises owned, occupied or under the control of such person 
within the village. Only one litter from animals permitted under this section shall be allowed at any given time.  

(Code 1994, § 2.118; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .019, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-122. Commercial keeping, breeding and raising prohibited. 

No animal of any kind shall be raised, bred or kept on any lot within the village for commercial purposes.  

Sec. 4-123. Keeping of wild or exotic animals prohibited; exceptions. 

(a) The police chief may limit wild or exotic animals within the health district to persons who have the 
knowledge, expertise and ability of animal care and the grounds, facilities and equipment to care for such 
animals. It is also the purpose and intent of this section to prevent the owning, keeping or harboring of wild 
or exotic animals as pets within the village.  

(b) It is unlawful for any person to buy, sell, possess, keep, permit, suffer, cause or allow any wild or exotic 
animal upon or within any premises within the village except as permitted herein.  

(c) The police chief may issue a temporary permit for the keeping, care, and protection of an infant animal 
native to this area which has been deemed to be homeless or injured. The application for a temporary 
permit shall be accompanied with a letter or statement of approval from the state department of parks and 
wildlife.  

(d) This section shall not be construed to apply to veterinary hospitals or zoological parks, performing animal 
exhibitions or circuses which have applied for and received a permit from the police chief as provided for and 
required in this article.  

(Code 1994, § 2.119; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .020, 12-13-1988) 
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Sec. 4-124. Releasing or dumping of animals. 

(a) It is unlawful for any person to dump, release or abandon any animal, dog, cat or other whatsoever on any 
property, whether public or private, within the village. An animal shall be considered abandoned if the owner 
has not provided care, including food, water or shelter, for three or more consecutive days.  

(b) Any person having knowledge of an animal which has been, or is believed to have been dumped, released or 
abandoned shall so notify the police chief and shall give all pertinent information, including description and 
location of the animal and the name, address, car license number, or any other information or description of 
the person who dumped, released or abandoned the animal, if known.  

(c) Any person who keeps, harbors, feeds, shelters or otherwise allows any stray animal or any animal that has 
been dumped, released or abandoned, to remain on the person's property for three or more days without 
notifying the village, shall hereby be deemed the owner of the animal.  

(Code 1994, § 2.120; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .021, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-125. Nuisance animals prohibited. 

Every owner shall exercise proper care and control of his animal or animals and the premises where the 
animals are kept to prevent them from becoming a public nuisance. All of the following conditions, situations or 
occurrences are hereby declared to be a public nuisance and constitute failure of the owner to exercise proper 
care and control of his animal or the premises where the animal or animals are or have been kept:  

(1) Any animal which turns over garbage containers or scatters garbage or which otherwise damages 
private or public property.  

(2) Any dog, livestock or fowl at large or free-roaming off of private property owned or controlled by the 
owner of the dog, livestock or fowl.  

(3) Any animal which barks, whines, howls or makes other sounds or noises in an excessive, continuous, or 
untimely fashion.  

(4) Any building, room, cage, kennel, yard, run or any other place or facility where animals are kept or 
harbored which is not maintained in a clean and sanitary condition so as to prevent obnoxious odors, 
the attraction, breeding or potential breeding of flies, the attraction, harboring or breeding of rodents 
or potential breeding of rodents or the creation of any other public health nuisances.  

(5) Any animal defecating on property that is not the property of the owner of the animal.  

(Code 1994, § 2.121; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .022, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-126. Disposal of animal carcasses. 

(a) All animal carcasses shall be disposed of in such place and in such manner as may be designated or 
prescribed by the police chief. The owner or person having control or charge of an animal before or at the 
time of death shall be totally responsible for the disposal of the animal carcass and shall contact the village 
for direction for the disposal of the carcass. All fees, costs or charges incurred in the disposal of the animal 
carcass shall be the responsibility of the animal owner or person having charge or control of the animal at 
the time of or prior to the animal's death.  

(b) The carcasses of all animals shall be properly disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this chapter as 
soon as possible, but under no circumstance later than 48 hours after death.  
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(c) If the owner of the dead animal cannot be identified, the property owner or the person having charge or 
control of the property containing the carcass shall be responsible for the carcass disposal and is subject to 
all provisions contained herein. If the owner of the animal is located or identified after carcass disposal has 
been effected the owner shall reimburse the property owner or person disposing of the carcass and is 
subject to all costs, conditions and penalties contained in this chapter.  

(Code 1994, § 2.117; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .018, 12-13-1988) 

Secs. 4-127120—4-150. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. DANGEROUS DOGS3 

Sec. 4-151. Investigation; determination; notice to owner; appeal. 

If a person reports an unprovoked attack, the village police chief or his designee may investigate the incident. 
If, after receiving the sworn statements of any witnesses, the village police chief or his designee determines that 
the dog is a dangerous dog, he shall notify the owner of that fact. An owner, not later than the 30th day after the 
date the owner is notified that his dog is a dangerous dog, may appeal the determination of the village police chief 
or his designee to a municipal court of competent jurisdiction. An owner may appeal the decision of the municipal 
court in the same manner as appeal for other civil cases.  

(Code 1994, § 2.202) 

State law reference(s)—Determination that dog is dangerous, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 822.0421; appeal 
of dangerous dog determination, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 822.0421; time within which hearing 
must be held, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 822.0423.  

Sec. 4-152. Requirements for ownership and custody. 

For purposes of this section, a person learns that he is the owner of a dangerous dog when the owner knows 
of an unprovoked attack or the owner is informed by the village police chief or his designee that the dog is a 
dangerous dog. Not later than the 30th day after a person learns that he is the owner of a dangerous dog, he shall 
comply with all applicable provisions of state law and:  

(1) Register the dangerous dog with the village police chief or his designee;  

(2) Restrain the dangerous dog at all times on a leash in the immediate control of a person or in a secure 
enclosure; and  

(3) Obtain liability insurance coverage or show financial responsibility in an amount of at least $100,000.00 
to cover damages resulting from an attack by the dangerous dog causing bodily injury to a person.  

(Code 1994, § 2.203) 

State law reference(s)—Similar provision, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 822.042.  

 
3State law reference(s)—Dangerous dogs, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 822.041 et seq.; authority for local 

regulation of dangerous dogs equivalent to or more stringent than state regulations, V.T.C.A., Health and 
Safety Code § 822.047; dogs that attack or are a danger to persons, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 
822.001 et seq.; dangerous wild animals, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 822.101 et seq.  
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Sec. 4-153. Registration; tag. 

The village police chief or his designee shall formally register a dangerous dog if the owner pays the 
applicable registration fee as provided in the village fee schedule and presents proof of liability insurance or 
financial responsibility as required in this division, current rabies vaccination of the dangerous dog, and secure 
enclosure in which the dangerous dog will be kept. The village police chief or his designee shall provide to the 
owner registering a dangerous dog a registration tag. The owner must place the tag on the dog's collar.  

(Code 1994, § 2.204) 

Sec. 4-154. Reporting changes in dog's status. 

If an owner of a registered dangerous dog sells or moves the dog to a new address within the city, he, not 
later than the 14th day after the date of sale or move, shall notify the village police chief or his designee. On 
presentation by the current owner of the dangerous dog's prior registration tag and payment of a fee as provided 
for in the fee schedule found in the appendix of this Code, the village police chief or his designee shall issue a new 
registration tag to be placed on the dog's collar.  

Sec. 4-155. Attacks. 

(a) A person commits an offense if his dangerous dog makes an unprovoked attack on another person outside 
the dog's enclosure and causes bodily injury to the other person. Should the attack cause serious bodily 
injury or death, the person may be subject to other criminal prosecution under the laws of the state in a 
court of competent jurisdiction. If a person is found guilty of an offense under this article, the court may 
order that the dangerous dog be destroyed.  

(b) In addition to criminal prosecution, a person who commits an offense under this section is liable for a civil 
penalty not to exceed $10,000.00. The village attorney may file suit in a court of competent jurisdiction to 
collect the penalty. Penalties collected under this subsection shall be retained by the village.  

(c) Every owner of a registered dangerous dog shall notify the village police chief or his designee by whom the 
dog was registered of any attacks the dangerous dog makes on people.  

(Code 1994, §§ 2.204, 2.205) 

Sec. 4-156. Defenses. 

(a) It is a defense to prosecution under this division that the person is a veterinarian, a peace officer, a person 
employed by a recognized animal shelter, or a person employed by the state or a political subdivision of the 
state to deal with stray animals and has temporary ownership, custody, or control of the dog in connection 
with and while performing the duties of that position.  

(b) It is a defense to prosecution under this division that the person is an employee of the institutional division 
of the state department of criminal justice or a law enforcement agency and trains or uses dogs for law 
enforcement or corrections purposes and such person has temporary ownership, custody, or control of the 
dog in connection with and while performing the duties of that position.  

(c) It is a defense to prosecution under this division that the person is a dog trainer or an employee of a guard 
dog company recognized by state law and while performing the duties of that position.  

(Code 1994, § 2.206) 
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Secs. 4-157151—4-180. Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. OTHER VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-181. Injury to persons or animals. 

It is unlawful for a vicious animal to kill or wound, or assist in killing or wounding any domestic animal 
belonging to or in the possession of any person, or for a vicious animal to attack, assault, bite or otherwise injure 
any person or assist in attacking, assaulting, biting or otherwise injuring any person while out of or within the 
enclosure of the owner whether or not such vicious animal was on a leash and securely muzzled or whether the 
vicious animal escaped without fault of the owner. The police chief is empowered to confiscate and destroy such 
vicious animal in an expeditious and humane manner. In addition the owner shall be subject to a fine for violation 
of this division.  

(Code 1994, § 2.126; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .027, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-182. Dangerous or vicious tendencies. 

The following constitute dangerous or vicious tendencies:  

(1) Any animal that inflicts severe injury or death to a person, or bites a person on public or private 
property;  

(2) Any animal that has killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the owner's property;  

(3) Any animal which chases or approaches a person upon the streets, sidewalks or any public or private 
property in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack such that the person reasonably believes 
that the animal will cause physical injury to that person; or  

(4) Any individual animal with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause 
injury or to otherwise threaten the safety of persons or domestic animals.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(a); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-183. Mischievous tendencies. 

If any animal overturns a garbage container, or removes any garbage from any such container or otherwise 
destroys or damages any property, then such animal shall be conclusively presumed to be a mischievous animal 
and an animal of mischievous propensities and tendencies.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(b); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-184. Declaration; notice to owner. 

An animal shall be automatically declared to be a vicious animal if the animal inflicts severe injury or death to 
a person or bites a person on public or private property or kills a domestic animal without provocation while off 
the owner's property. In addition, the police chief may find and declare an animal to be a vicious animal if the 
official has cause to believe that an animal is a vicious animal as defined in section 4-182. The police chief will 
notify the owner of the animal on its designation as a vicious animal and of the requirements for owners of vicious 
animals as set out in this division.  
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(Code 1994, § 2.110(c), (d); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-185. Appeal; request for hearing. 

If the animal is declared to be vicious or mischievous under this division, the notice shall inform the owner of 
the animal that a determination hearing may be requested to contest the declaration. The request for a hearing 
must be in writing and must be received by the director within ten days of the date of the vicious animal 
declaration. Failure to appeal the declaration of vicious animal within the ten-day period shall result in the police 
chief's declaration as final.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(e); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-186. Defenses. 

It is a defense to the determination of an animal as vicious and to the prosecution of the owner of an animal 
previously declared to be vicious:  

(1) If the person was teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal or has, in the past, been 
observed or reported to have teased, tormented, abused or assaulted the animal;  

(2) If the person was committing or attempting to commit a crime;  

(3) If the domestic animal killed was at the time teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal;  

(4) If the animal was protecting or defending a person within the immediate vicinity of the animal from an 
unjustified attack or assault;  

(5) If the animal was injured and responding to pain; or  

(6) If the animal was protecting puppies, itself or its kennelmates.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(f); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-187. Registration. 

The owner of an animal declared vicious under this division shall register the animal with the police chief 
within ten days of the date of the vicious animal declaration.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(g); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-188. Notice of changes in animal's status. 

The owner shall notify the police chief as soon as possible, but under any circumstances not later than 24 
hours if a vicious animal is loose, stolen, unconfined in an approved enclosure, has attacked another animal or has 
attacked a person, or has died.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(g); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-189. Relocation and change of ownership subject to police chief's approval. 

(a) The police chief may allow or disallow the relocation, giving or selling of a vicious animal. Approval to give, 
sell or relocate a vicious animal shall be in writing. If the owner of a vicious animal obtains approval to 
relocate, sell or give away a vicious animal, the owner shall provide the police chief with the name, address 
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and telephone number of the new owner or location of the new approved enclosure. The new owner must 
sign a sworn statement that he will comply with all of the requirements of owners of vicious animals. The 
new owner must comply with the requirements of owners within 30 days.  

(b) An animal declared to be vicious under this division shall not be offered for adoption or sale and shall not be 
moved from the approved enclosure or village jurisdiction without written permission from the police chief.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(g); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-190. Requirement for keeping vicious animal. 

An owner of an animal declared to be a vicious animal under this division must comply with the following 
within 30 days of such final determination:  

(1) The animal must be registered in accordance with this division and must be kept in a proper enclosure;  

(2) The owner must present to the village a certificate of public liability insurance in the amount of 
$100,000.00 to cover any damages caused or which may be caused by the vicious animal. The 
insurance shall be for a 12-month period and shall not be cancelled unless the animal is no longer kept 
by the owner;  

(3) The vicious animal, when taken outside the enclosure, must be securely muzzled in a manner that will 
not cause injury to the vicious animal nor interfere with its vision or respiration but shall prevent it 
from biting any person or animal; and the vicious animal must be restrained by a substantial chain or 
cable leash having a minimum tensile strength of 1,000 pounds and not to exceed six feet in length;  

(4) The owner shall post a sign on his premises warning that there is a vicious animal on the property. The 
sign shall be visible and capable of being read from the public street or highway;  

(5) The vicious animal must be spayed or neutered.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(h); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-191. Euthanization. 

If the owner of an animal declared to be vicious under this division is unable or unwilling to comply with the 
ownership requirements in this division for the keeping of vicious animals, the animal shall be euthanized by an 
animal shelter, animal control agency, licensed veterinarian or the police chief.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(h); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-192. Dangerous or mischievous animals at large. 

Any dangerous, vicious or mischievous animal having dangerous, vicious or mischievous propensities and 
tendencies found at large after the owner thereof has previous knowledge or notice that such animal is dangerous, 
vicious or mischievous or has dangerous, vicious or mischievous propensities and tendencies, may be killed by any 
authorized law officer without the officer having to catch or impound such animal or notifying the owner of the 
animal.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(i); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 



 
 

 
    Created: 2024-05-06 15:18:23 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 9) 

 
Page 16 of 19 

Sec. 4-193. Revocation of registration and license. 

The police chief may, after providing opportunity for a hearing, revoke the registration and license for any 
animal whose owner has been notified that the animal has been conclusively presumed to be dangerous, vicious or 
mischievous if the animal is not in compliance with the requirements of this division with regard to the keeping of 
vicious animals, the animal bites or attempts to bite any person or chases or otherwise attempts to catch a person, 
the animal attacks or attempts to attack any other animal when in violation of any part of this chapter, or the 
owner has been convicted of any violation of federal, state or local law, ordinance or rule pertaining to the animal.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(j); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-194. Muzzling. 

Any dog tied or staked on public property shall be securely muzzled by the owner in a manner that will not 
cause injury to the animal nor interfere with its vision or respiration but shall prevent it from biting any person or 
animal. Further, the owner of any animal which has been conclusively presumed to be dangerous or vicious shall 
muzzle such animal when:  

(1) The animal is not confined in a secure enclosure or is off the premises of the owner;  

(2) The animal is on the premises of a business when such business is open or accessible to the public;  

(3) The animal is on the outside premises of private property and not confined in such a manner as to 
preclude contact with casual visitors such as a mailperson or delivery person, meter reader, children, 
etc.;  

(4) The animal is on the outside of premises of private property where appropriate and adequate warning 
signs which are visible and capable of being read from the public street or highway have not been 
posted; and/or  

(5) On a leash, on or off the owner's property and not confined as required in this division.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(k); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-195. Law enforcement dogs excepted. 

This division shall not apply to any law enforcement agency where a dog is being used for law enforcement 
purposes.  

(Code 1994, § 2.110(l); Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .010, 12-13-1988) 

Secs. 4-196181—4-213. Reserved. 

DIVISION 4. RABIES4 

 
4State law reference(s)—Minimum standards for rabies control, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 826.012; 

authority of municipalities to adopt local rabies control regulations, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 
826.015.  
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Sec. 4-214. Vaccination required; certificate. 

(a) Each person owning, harboring or having in his possession a dog or cat shall have the dog or cat vaccinated 
against rabies, by the time the animal is four months of age and annually thereafter, by means of an anti-
rabies vaccine approved by the police chief. The rabies vaccine shall be administered by a duly licensed 
veterinarian. The immunization shall be for a period of up to one year. No dog or cat over four months of age 
shall be brought into the village which has not been vaccinated for rabies.  

(b) Every veterinarian who vaccinates any dog or cat within the village shall issue a certificate of vaccination to 
the owner, stating the name and address of the owner, description of the dog or cat, the date of vaccination, 
number of the rabies vaccination tag, and in addition, other information as specified by the veterinary 
licensing agency which the owner shall present or give to the police chief upon request.  

(Code 1994, § 2.104; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .004, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-215. Administration of vaccination; vaccine control. 

(a) To prevent improper vaccination of animals and the accidental exposure of humans to rabies, the rabies 
vaccine for animals shall be administered only by or under the direct supervision of a veterinarian who is 
licensed to practice in the state.  

(b) No person shall sell or distribute rabies vaccine for animals to any person except a licensed veterinarian or to 
a person working in a veterinary clinic who accepts the vaccine on behalf of the veterinarian. This division 
does not prohibit a pharmacy licensed by the state board from supplying rabies vaccine for animals to 
licensed veterinarians.  

(Code 1994, § 2.105; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .005, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-216. Destruction of animal. 

(a) It is hereby made the duty of the police chief and his certified deputies to exterminate any and all animals at 
large, when the animals are, or appear to be, affected with rabies, or any other infectious, contagious, or 
dangerous disease or when an animal is attacking, or when such animal is sick, injured, or in such other 
condition as it may not be expected to live; provided that any animal suspected of rabies shall be killed in 
such a manner as not to damage the brain.  

(b) It shall not be necessary to impound or advertise such animals by posting notice, notifying the owner or 
otherwise, but it shall be the duty of the officers to exterminate any and all such animals instantly, provided, 
however, that the officer killing such animals and before disposing of same, shall report it to the police chief 
who shall order the disposal of the carcass as he deems necessary and the officer shall further submit a 
written report to the director containing the facts thereof.  

(Code 1994, § 2.112; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .013, 12-13-1988) 

Sec. 4-217. Quarantine. 

(a) Approved shelter. Any animal that has rabies or symptoms thereof, or that bites, scratches or otherwise 
attacks any person within the village shall be quarantined by the owner of the animal. The owner shall 
quarantine the animal as soon as possible, but not later than 24 hours from the time of the incident. The 
quarantine period shall be ten days or longer in a public or other place of confinement designated or 
approved by the police chief and under such conditions and in such a manner as may be prescribed by the 
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police chief. It shall be a violation of this division for the owner or any other person to remove any animal 
that is required to be quarantined or euthanized or which is otherwise in violation of this division from the 
jurisdiction of the village without written permission from the police chief.  

(b) Release of animal to police chief. The owner, keeper or person in charge of any animal that has rabies, or 
that has been exposed to rabies, or that has symptoms thereof, or that has bitten, scratched or otherwise 
attacked any person or other animal or that is in quarantine as a rabies suspect, shall on demand, turn over 
the animal to the police chief.  

(c) Unowned dogs and cats. At the discretion of the police chief, an unowned dog or cat which has bitten a 
human may be humanely killed in such a manner that the brain is not mutilated. The brain shall be submitted 
to a TDH-certified laboratory for rabies diagnosis.  

(d) High risk animals. If the biting animal is a high risk animal, it shall be humanely killed and the brain submitted 
for rabies testing.  

(e) Low risk animals. If the biting animal is a low risk animal, a quarantine or rabies test will not be required 
unless the police chief has cause to believe the biting animal is rabid.  

(f) Wild animals. No wild animal will be placed in quarantine. All wild animals involved in biting incidents will be 
humanely killed in such a manner that the brain is not mutilated. The brain shall be submitted to a TDH-
certified laboratory for rabies diagnosis. If the biting animal is a high risk animal, it shall be humanely killed 
and the brain submitted for rabies diagnosis.  

(g) Destruction of animal; exceptions. Any animal inflicting a severe bite to an individual shall be humanely killed 
and the brain tested for rabies; provided, however that an exception to this requirement may be granted by 
the local health authority if the biting animal is a domestic dog or domestic cat, and the animal is currently 
vaccinated against rabies, and the animal was not in violation of any law at the time of the bite. If an 
exception is granted, the dog or cat shall be quarantined in compliance with this chapter. However, home 
quarantine is prohibited. If a quarantined animal is found to be rabid or, if in the opinion of the police chief 
or veterinarian, is suspected of being rabid, the police chief shall humanely destroy the animal or cause the 
animal to be humanely destroyed and the brain submitted to a TDH-certified laboratory for rabies diagnosis. 
The local health authority may require the animal to be quarantined for 30 days as an alternate method to 
killing and testing.  

(h) Home quarantine. Whenever and wherever in this chapter an animal is required to be impounded or 
confined in quarantine, the time, place and method of impoundment or confinement shall be at the 
discretion of the police chief; however, the owner of the animal may request permission from the police 
chief for home quarantine if the following criteria can be met:  

(1) Secure quarantine facilities are available at the home of the animal's owner, and are approved by the police 
chief;  

(2) The animal is currently vaccinated against rabies;  

(3) The police chief or a licensed veterinarian observes the animal at least on the first and last day of the 
quarantine period. If the animal becomes ill during the observation period, the police chief must be notified 
by the person having possession of the animal. At the end of the observation period the release from 
quarantine must be accomplished in writing;  

(4) The animal was not in violation of any laws, ordinances or rules at the time of the bite or at the time of 
ordered confinement;  

(5) The owner or the animal was not in violation of a law at the time of the bite or at the time of ordered 
confinement.  

Formatted: List 1



 
 

 
    Created: 2024-05-06 15:18:23 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 910) 

 
Page 19 of 19 

(i) Fees and costs. Transportation, capture, laboratory cost, veterinarian fees, impoundment or quarantine cost, 
euthanasia, body disposal, and any and all other fees, costs, charges and duties shall be the direct 
responsibility of the animal owner or custodian. Failure of the owner to pay such costs and fees shall 
constitute a violation of this division.  

(j) Release or removal from quarantine prohibited. No animal shall be released or moved from the place of 
approved confinement, except by the police chief, until after the ten-day quarantine period and then only 
after inspection of the animal has been made and its release approved by the police chief.  

(k) Vaccination of quarantined animals. No animal confined or quarantined as a rabies suspect as required 
herein shall be given a rabies vaccination until after the ten-day quarantine period. All unvaccinated animals 
will then be vaccinated.  

(Code 1994, § 2.113; Ord. No. 12-88-3, § .014, 12-13-1988) 

State law reference(s)—Treatment of impounded animals, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 821.002; animal 
shelters, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 823.001 et seq.; minimum standards for quarantine and 
impoundment facilities, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code § 826.051.  
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