
ST. JAMES TOWNSHIP 
Planning Commission 

37735 Michigan Ave. 
Beaver Island, Michigan 49782 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Telephone 231.448.2701 

 

 

Tuesday, April 6 2021 - 6:00 PM 
 

ST. JAMES PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
PLACE: Via Zoom 

 

St. James Township Planning Commission is inviting you to 
a scheduled Zoom meeting. Due to the Coronavirus 
Outbreak - Members of the Public are invited and 
encouraged to attend the meeting by Zoom as follows: 

 
Topic: St. James Planning Commission 
Time: 6 PM 

 
Topic: St. James Township Planning Commission 
Time: Apr 6, 2021 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83308625373 
 
Meeting ID: 833 0862 5373 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,83308625373# US (Washington DC) 
+13126266799,,83308625373# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 833 0862 5373 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdSjVt4UiA 



ST. JAMES TOWNSHIP 
Planning Commission 

37735 Michigan Ave. 
Beaver Island, Michigan 49782 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Telephone 231.448.2701 

 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order, establish a quorum 
I. Review, modify if necessary, or approve agenda (attachment) 

II. Approval of Minutes of: 
a. March 02, 2021 - Regular Meeting (attachment) 

III. New Business 
a. S-1866 Gillespie sign permit application 

b.  French S-1865 Zoning permit application  
c. French S-1865 Development Plan Review  

IV. Old Business 
a. Sub-Committee Updates: Byers 

i. Food Truck 
ii. Marihauna  
iii. Economic Development  

V. Correspondence – Taylor-Blitz 
VI. Public Comment 

VII. Adjournment - Next scheduled regular meeting: May 4, 2021, 
6:00 PM. 



ST. JAMES TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

37735 Michigan Ave. 

Beaver Island, Michigan 49782 
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Tuesday, March 2, 2021 - 6:00 PM 
 
ST. JAMES PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 

PLACE: Via Zoom 
 
St. James Township Planning Commission is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. Due to the Coronavirus Outbreak - Members 
of the Public are invited and encouraged to attend the meeting by Zoom 
as follows: 
 
Topic: St. James Planning Commission Time: 6 PM 
 
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81099642279 
 
 
 

Meeting ID: 810 9964 2279 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,81099642279# US (Washington DC) 
+13126266799,,81099642279# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your location 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Lori Taylor-Blitz
Draft



ST. JAMES TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

37735 Michigan Ave. 

Beaver Island, Michigan 49782 

231.448.2701  
 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order 6:02, establish a quorum 
Bob Tidmore (Melvin, MI) 
Marcy Dean (Beaver Island)  
Lori Taylor-Blitz (Escanaba, MI) 
Nathan Altman (Los Angeles,CA) 
Beth Crosswhite (Beaver Island, joined at approx. 6:10) 
Paul Cole (Beaver Island) 
 
Others: Dan Byers, St. James Planning Assistant (Grand Rapids, MI)  
Kathleen McNamera, St. James Twp. Supervisor (Beaver Island) 
Bob Stramek, Joe Moore, Peter Szok, Sheri Richards, Steve Schnell, Vic 
VanDeventer, Christine Picciolini, Vicki(?). 

 
II. Review, modify if necessary, or approve agenda (attachment) 

Motion to approve agenda made by Tidmore, 2nd by Dean.  Agenda approved. 
  Roll Call Vote: 5 yes 
 

Bob Tidmore – Yes, Marcy Dean – Yes, Lori Taylor-Blitz – Yes, Nathan Altman – 
Yes, Paul Cole – Yes, Beth Crosswhite – not available  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of: 

 February 3, 2021 - Regular Meeting (attachment)  
 Motion to approve 02/03/21 meeting minutes made by Cole, 2nd by Altman 

 5 yes: 

Roll Call: Bob Tidmore- yes,  Marcy Dean -yes, Lori Taylor-Blitz- yes, Nathan 
Altman- yes, Paul Cole- yes Beth Crosswhite (not present at beginning of 
meeting) 

 

IV. New Business – None 

 

V. Old Business 

i. Food Truck Integration into Ordinance – Dan Byers 
a. Food Truck Analysis (attachment)   

Byers presented research findings about Northwest Michigan 
communities Food Truck ordinances. Byers noted a familiar tone 
for the same topic and response in all communities.  Gaylord and 
Boyne City created an ordinance when the city felt it didn’t 
interfere with brick-and-mortar businesses.  Noting Trucks are 
welcomed at special events.    
 
Tidmore polled the Commissioners for comment: 
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231.448.2701  
Altman questioned where the trucks would gather? Private 
Property or township?   
Cole special events, or high traffic times  
Dean supported special events with time and date limits on a 
temporary basis giving brick and mortar consideration 
Altman:  Is Eric looking at a food truck beside the 
shamrock?  This would be an example of food trucks on 
private property.  
Tidmore- asked if a new ordinance would mandate a 
food truck was part of a bigger food business? He 
recognized the cost of transporting a truck to the island 
and the short season. He would like to come up with a 
motion for the next meeting.   
Taylor-Blitz asked Byers what Mackinac Island. 
ordinance is?  Byers stated that has banned food carts 
and the island does not have motorized vehicles. She 
supports permitting food trucks for special events.  
Crosswhite: (not on call for this portion of meeting) 
      

ii. Zoning for Recreational Marijuana Updates – Dan Byers  
Crosswhite talked about the research in progress over the past 
year among other communities.  She would like to complete the 
interviews before they can collate the information for commission 
review.  The committee is trying to get some publicity out, since 
pot is legal so individuals to know where it is ok to light up or not 
on Facebook, forum and other public platforms.  If we were to 
choose to opt in, we can make the choices about when and 
where, the pros and cons for the township. She recalled the 2019 
island meeting about Marihuana zoning and stated the island 
would have another public meeting to discuss the details for the 
community. 
Byers- had success with Cedarville, Clark county, and De Tour to 
review the pros and cons.   
Altman suggested reaching out to smaller communities in 
smaller states who have had the law in progress longer. 
Estimating 14-16 states have legalized Marihauna. 
McNamera: noted the transportation system is authorized 
regulated by the Federal Transportation Authority.   
 

VI. Public Comment:  
Christine Piccipollini- resident comment:  This could make the 
island more self-sustainable and better the island as a 
destination.   
Dan Byers- The island could create many jobs if Island were to 
allowed growing operations.   
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i. Recap of Ordinance collaboration with Peaine Township 
Planning Commission  
 

Tidmore- if it is in Peaine best interest to join they will, but 
at this time we maybe proceeding alone to bring our 
master plan inline.   
McNamara the total cost is $18-19k alone and needs to 
review to see if it is something the township can pay 
without Peaine participation 

     Altman- When is the master plan is due?   
Tidmore -The plan must be updated every 5 years and 
the next rewrite is due in 2 years.   
Byers – during the rewrite are we able to construct our 
own rewrite?  
Tidmore - yes, we own the copyright on the original file.   

 
VII. Correspondence – Taylor-Blitz  

Taylor-Blitz shared Peter Szok correspondence to address small home new 
construction. Szok correspondence noted zoning ordinance for St. James 
Township requires a minimum of 600’ and in the Port St. James Association 
the minimum is only 400 sq. ft.   

VIII. Public Comment 
Peter Szok was present and commented he would like the Commission to 
consider lowering the sq footage and keep the same codes to ensure the 
building is worthy.  He noted many people are choosing smaller lifestyles such 
as cars and homes.   
Sheri Richards was present and stated she would like to see the footage 
reduced and supported an ordinance change for smaller homes.  She quoted an 
average of $225 per sq ft $225.  If the zoning were to change it could potentially 
lower the cost of a new home by approximately $45,000. 
Tidmore- noted there are available lots left in SJ Township would set a good 
precedence. 
Altman- A smaller home with smaller impact could help propel the narrative 
forward for the dark sky.   
Crosswhite- the change would make the township zoning consistent. 

 Cole- good comments and supports the consistency of rewriting the 
ordinances and economically it is good angle for encouraging tradesmen to 
come to the island. 

 
IX. Adjournment  6:40 PM- Motion: Motion to adjourn made by Dean and 

seconded by Crosswhite.  6 yes 
Bob Tidmore  - yes, Marcy Dean – yes, Lori Taylor-Blitz – yes, Nathan Altman-
yes, Beth Crosswhite – yes, Paul Cole – yes 
 
Next scheduled regular meeting: April 6, 2021, 6:00 PM. 

 






















	040621_SJPC_Agenda_Final
	03021_SJPC_Minutes_Draft
	S-1865 French demolition permit (1)
	S-1865 French Development Plan Review for demolition (1)
	S-1866 Gillespie sign permit application

