


PARK TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT

HISTORY OF FIRE DEPARTMENT

In 1946 a committee was appointed to investigate fire protection for the
township. At the February 1947 election, the Township Board was authorized
by the voters to purchase and house firefighting equipment. This station,
located on Myrtle Avenue, served the south side of Park Township and the part
of Holland Township lying south of 16th Street. The Holland Township Fire
Department served the north part of Holland Township and the north part of
Park Township. Prior to this time, the entire area was served by the City of
Holland.

In 1949 an addition was built on the south side fire station, In 1951 a new fire
station was built on Ottawa Beach Road for the north side. When the area
where the south side fire station was located was annexed to the city in 1959,
a new fire station was built in Virginia Park. The station in South Park Township
is known as Station # 1 and the station in north Park Township is known as
Station #2.

In 1996 a new fire station was built in north Park Township at 12 S. 160™h

Avenue, on the corner of S. 160 Avenue and Perry Street. This station
continues to be known as Station #2 and is Central Station,

In 2003 a new fire station was built, jointly between Park Township and the

City of Holland, at 644 S. 160 th Avenue in South Park Township. This
station houses Park Township Station #1 and the City of Holland Station
#3 and is known as the Virginia Park Fire Station.



Mission Statement

The Park Township Fire Department is a paid-on-call department of
men and women who are dedicated to protecting and educating our
community to prevent loss of lives and property without unduly
risking their own lives and equipment. This mission is to be executed
professionally, timely, and with determination to continually
improve our quality, while always maintaining a professional and
positive customer service attitude.

Core Values

To Our Residents: We owe the residents of Park Township the
highest quality of service possible, characterized by responsiveness,
integrity, and professionalism. We will continually strive for
quality improvement.

To Our Fire Department: We owe the Park Township Fire
Department our commitment and dedication. We will always look
beyond the traditional scope of our individual positions to promote
teamwork and organizational effectiveness.

To Each Other: We owe each other a working environment
characterized by trust and respect for the individual, fostering
open and honest communication at all levels.

To Ourselves: We owe ourselves personal and professional
growth. We will seek new knowledge and greater challenges, and
strive to remain at the leading edge of our profession.




GENERAL TNFORMATION

Park Township is located in Ottawa County in southwest Lower Michigan,
along the shoreline of Lake Michigan. The thirty- six square miles are
protected by two fire stations, one on each side of inland Lake Macatawa,
which divides the township in half. It is a twenty-five-minute drive around
Lake Macatawa to access each half of the township, traveling through two
other jurisdictions,

Approximately fifteen square miles of the township are covered by lakes. The
remaining twenty-one square miles of land are primarily zoned residential and
agricultural. Park Township has eighteen miles of shoreline between Lake
Michigan and Lake Macatawa and we protect land and water.

The Park Township Fire Department also protects multiple
critical infrastructures:

-two public water treatment plants which service large cities as far
as 60 miles to the east of us,

-an AT&T Communication Transmission Center
and -the Wolverine Gas Pipeline.

Park Township Fire Department is the first- due response to each of these
critical infrastructures. In addition, we protect a United States Coast Guard
Station located within our jurisdiction and a small, private airport. We have
multiple marinas and our area is a summer vacation destination. The majority
of our residents work outside of our township. Many of our subdivisions are
high-end housing. We have no industry and minimal commercial property, with
the exception of marinas.

In addition to fire protection of infrastructures, residences, public buildings,
schools, boats, marinas, and wildfires, we respond to medical emergencies,
water, and ice rescues, CO alarm activations, gas leaks, and electrical stand-
bys, smoke and odor investigations, weather-related emergencies and
extrications from motor vehicle accidents. We have mutual aid agreements
with all fire departments in Ottawa and Allegan Counties, as well as participate
in state-wide mutual aid agreements. Our most common contribution in a local
mutual aid situation is the air refill systems, manpower, and apparatus stand-
bys.



STAFFING

We are a paid-on-call department consisting of seven Officers, twenty-eight
Firefighters, a Chaplain, and an Office Manager. Much of our operating budget
is payroll for twenty-four-hour emergency protection.

2021
Roster
Administrative
Scott Gamby, Fire Chief/FOIII/EMT-B
Andy Slagh, Administrative/Safety Lieutenant/CO/EMT-B/FOIII
Karen Pfeiffer, Office Manager
Bob Carlton, Chaplain

Station #1 - Virginia Park Station
Patrick Gamby, Captain/CO/MFR
Andy Stokes, Lieutenant/CO/EMT-B

Station #2 - Central Station
Scott Heerema, Captain/CO/MFR
Cole Middlecamp, Lieutenant/CO/MFR
Todd Garvelink, Lieutenant/CO/MFR
Ron Greendyke, FF/EMT-Basic
Tom Baumann, FF/MFR
Curtis Redder, FF/MFR
Andrew Van Til, FF/EMT-Basic
Tim Vogelzang, FF/EMT-Basic
Paul Sam, FF

Bill Nelson, FF/MFR

Jason Lovell, FF/EMT-Basic

Dan Martinez, FF/EMT-Basic
Sean Reilly, FF/MFR

Ryan Givens, FF/EMT-Paramedic
Jon DeMaat, FF/MFR

Aaron Van Huis, FF

Troy Kassion, FF/MFR

Jesse Walthers, FF/MFR
Jacob Mulder, FF/EMT-Basic
Joseph Gorris, FF/EMT
Corbin Martinez, FF/MFR

Description of Certifications:

co: Company Officer

FF: Firefighter

MFR: Medical First Responder
EMT-Basic: Emergency Medical Technician-Basic

Ken Lothschutz, FF/MFR
Drew Schrotenboer, FF/EMT Paramedic
Mike DeWaard, FF/MFR
Angela Badran, FF/EMT-Basic
Kipp Harper, FF/MFR

Joshua Danielson, FF/MFR
Brendon Doyle, FF

Bret Vandenbil, FF/MFR
Nicolas Greendyke, FF

Caleb Parker, FF/MFR
Gregory Kett, FF/MFR

Jarid Lesh, FF/EMT

EMT-Paramedic: Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic




















































































