
 

    RESIDENTIAL CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY INFORMATION 
     Resale or Rental 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SMOKE DETECTORS & CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM: 1 & 2 Family Dwellings 

The certificate for which you have applied requires that smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors be 

installed in your dwelling as per the Uniform Fire Safety Act, NJSA 52:27D-198.1, and the Rehabilitation Sub-

Code of the Uniform Construction Code NJAC 5:23-6.4(f). 

SMOKE DETECTOR REQUIREMENTS 

TEST AND CLEAN YOUR SMOKE DETECTORS BEFORE YOUR INSPECTION DATE. 

The type of smoke detectors required for CSDCMAPFEC will depend on the type of detectors that were 

required at the time of original construction.  Replacing electric smoke detectors with battery operated 

detectors is not permitted.  Defective interconnected smoke detectors must be replaced with compatible 

detectors, or in the alternative, all interconnected detectors must be replaced to meet the current requirements 

of CSDMAPFEC. 

• Follow the manufacturers’ instructions to install. 

• A smoke detector is required on every building level.  EXCEPTION: Split level buildings where you 

may omit a half-level, but not 2 adjacent half-levels, and not if there is an intervening door between 

levels. 

• The lowest level and all levels with bedrooms must have smoke detectors. 

• A smoke detector is required within 10 feet of every bedroom door.  If a level has more than one 

sleeping area, then smoke detectors are required in each sleeping area. 

• The smoke detector installed on the basement level, and all levels without a sleeping area, must be 

located in close proximity to the stairway leading to the floor above. 

• Smoke detectors must be properly mounted and secured to the ceiling or wall.  The detector base 

must be flush with the ceiling/wall. 

• All smoke detectors must be UL listed or equivalent and must have a test button. 

• Common area hallways in 2-family houses must have smoke detectors at each landing. 

CHECK THE TABLE BELOW TO ENSURE YOUR SMOKE DETECTORS MEET REQUIREMENTS: 

HOUSES BUILT/RENOVATED MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR CSDMAPFEC 

Prior to January 1977 Battery operated smoke detectors on all levels. 

January 1977 – September 1978 Electric smoke detector on sleeping levels. 
Battery operated smoke detector on all other levels. 

October 1978 – January 1983 Electric smoke detectors on sleeping levels & basement level. 
Battery operated smoke detector on all other levels. 

February 1983 – July 1984 Electric smoke detectors on all levels. 

August 1984 – February 1991 Electric smoke detectors on all levels. 
All detectors must be interconnected. 

March 1991 – Present Electric smoke detectors on all levels & inside each bedroom. 
All detectors must be interconnected and equipped with 
battery back-up. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smoke detectors are NOT permitted: 

• Within 5 feet of a kitchen – smoke from cooking may cause nuisance alarm. 

• Within 3 feet of an attic fan, or the tips of ceiling fan blades. 

• Within 3 feet of the bathroom door – steam from shower may cause nuisance alarm. 

• Within 3 feet of an air vent (supply or air flow) – air movement may prevent smoke from 

reaching the detector. 

• Within 1 foot of a light fixture. 

• Within the dead air space where the wall meets the ceiling, or at the peak of an A-frame type 

ceiling.  Ceiling detectors must be at least 4” from wall; wall mounted detectors must be at 

least 4” and no more than 12” from ceiling. 

• Smoke detectors are not permitted to be painted. 

 

Residential Fire Suppression System Requirements 

Homes equipped with a Residential Fire Suppression System / sprinkler system must have a NJ 

licensed contractor conduct an inspection of the system and submit an inspection report.  

Homeowners may find licensed contractors at the NJ Div. of Fire Safety website: 

www.state.nj.us/dca/dfs/contcert.shtml 



 

 

 

 

 

SMOKE DETECTOR REQUIREMENTS FOR ONE & TWO FAMILY HOMES 

 

1. All smoke detectors shall be installed in accordance with NFPA Standard 74-1984 and the New 

Jersey Uniform Fire Code N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.3 

2. In one and two family or attached single family dwellings subject to the requirements of 

N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.3, smoke alarms shall be installed as follows: 

• One each floor level including basements and walk up attics 

• Outside of each sleeping area 

3. All battery powered single station smoke detectors shall be 10 YEAR SEALED SMOKE 

DETECTORS. (Effective January 1, 2019). 

4. All required 110 volt A/C detectors installed as part of the original construction or rehabilitation 

project shall not be replaced with battery powered smoke alarms. 

5. Low voltage fire alarm systems or interconnected smoke detectors installed as part of a 

combined fire and burglar alarm system must have a valid document stating the system was 

inspected/tested and is in proper working order. 

 

 

CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS 

1. Carbon monoxide detectors shall be installed in every dwelling containing a fuel burning 

appliance or an attached garage. 

2. Carbon monoxide detectors shall be installed in the immediate vicinity of the sleeping areas. 

3. Carbon monoxide detectors may be battery operated, hard-wired or the plug in type and shall 

be labeled and listed in accordance with UL-2034. 


