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CHAPTER 7I9
UNCONTROLLED DOGS

7 $ 3911. Dogs at large

It is rurlawful for any dog, licensed or unlicensed, to be at large, except when used for
hunting. The owner or keeper of any dog found at large is subject to the penalties provided in
this chapter.

7 S 39If-A. Abandonment of wolf hybrid

A person who abandons a wolf hybrid commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture not to
exceed $1,000 may be adjudged. For the puposes of this section "abandon" means to desert.
For enforcement purposes awolf hybrid is abandoned if the animal is found a distance of more
than 5 miles from the premises of the owner and is not under the control of any person.

7 $ 39f2. Disposition of dogs at large

1. Ownership of dog unknown. Except as provided in subsection 2, an animal control
officer or person acting in that capacity shall seize, impound or restrain a dog found in violation
of section 391I and deliver it to an animal shelter as provided for in section 3913, subsection

/-A. If ownership can not be established, such a dog may be handled as a stray dog for the
purpose of acceptance by an animal shelter.

2. Ownership of dog known. An animal control officer or person acting in that capacity
shall seize, impound or restrain a dog found in violation of section 391I and, if the owner is
known, shall: I

A. Take the dog to its owner; or

B. Deliver it to an animal shelter as provided in section 3913. An animal shelter
receiving a dog in accordance with this paragraph shall follow the procedure for stray
dogs provided in section 3913.

7 $ 3913. Procedure for stray dogs

l. Persons finding stray dogs. A person finding a stray dog and taking control of that dog
shall take that dog to its owner if known or, if the owner is not known, to the animal shelter
designated by the municipality in which the dog was found.

2-A. Animal shelter. An animal shelter, as defined in section 3907, t6 which a stray dog is
taken shall accept the dog for a period of 6 days unless the shelter is in quarantine or has a bona
fide lack of adequate space. The acceptance entitles the animal shelter to receive from the
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2. Veterinarians participating in low-cost antirabies clinics. This subsection
veterinarian licensed under Title 32, chapter 7l-A or an assistant under the direction of
veterinarian providing professional services within the scope of the veterinarian's license
participates in a low-cost antirabies clinic established under this section. Adherence by the

veterinarian or assistant to the standards of care within the profession creates a rebuttable
presumption that the conduct of the veterinarian or assistant was not negligent.

7 S 3918. Violation

A person who violates this chapter commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not
mone than $100 may be adjudged.

7 S 39f9. Seizure of stray cats

1. Definition. For the purposes of this chapter, a "stray cat" means a cat on the premises of a
person other than the owner of the cat without the consent of the owner or occupant of the
premises, on a public street or on other public property, except under the physical control of the
owner.

2. Seizure by animal control officer. An animal control oflicer or person acting in that
capacity may seize a stray cat and deliver it to an animal shelter as provided for in section
3919-A or to the owner, if the owner is known. If ownership can not be established, such a cat
may be handled as a homeless cat for the purposes of acceptance and disposition by an animal
shelter.

3. Person Iinding stray cat. A person finding a stray cat and not knowing the owner or
residence of the cat may take that cat to the animal shelter designated by the municipality in
which the cat was found. ?

7 $ 39f9-A. Procedure for acceptance and disposition of stray cats by animal shelter

An animal shelter to which a cat is taken may accept the cat unless the shelter is in
quarantine. An animal shelter accepting a cat shall comply with the provisions of this section.

l. Cats with identification. An animal shelter that accepts a cat with cat identification shall
make a reasonable attempt to notiff the owner by telephone or by sending a written notice within
24 hours of accepting the cat. Except as provided in subsections 4 and 5, the animal shelter shall
hold the cat for a period of 6 days beginning on and including the day of acceptance. If the
owner claims the cat within the 6-day period, the animal shelter shall release the cat to the owner
upon payment of any municipal impotrndment fee and actual fees incurred for food, shelter and
veterinary care. Upon expiration of the 6-day period, ownership of the cat is vested with the
animal shelter and the animal shelter may then handle the cat as a homeless cat for disposition in
accordance with subsection 2.
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NOTICE OF PLIBLIC HEARTNG

AROASTOOK, ^A. STATE OF MAINE

T0: Ronald F. PeLletien, a conttable o$ the Town o$ Modana,stza", Countq and
Sta"te a.$oze,said.

GREETlNGS:

ln the nane o[ the Sta.te o$ Maine and in condottmitq with thid
ruthotitq ve,sted in munieipal o[gicettd undest 30 l,l.R.S.A. , Section Zl|t lTl ,
Aou aLe hetebq neclwined to notidq and wuLn the voteta o[ tlte Town o{
Ma.dana,sba tha"t thette wiLL be a pubLic heating held a"t the lla.dawa,slza Town
0i6ice on $edne-rdaq, the dixth dul o( JuL,l, A.0., 1988, at 6 o,cLoclz in
ttte a"{tettnoon $on the punpo,se o.[ enaeting the ,tcontttoL od dog,s,, ondinance:

DEFlNTTIONS:

Fot the frwLpoAQA od tltia ondinance, ttte $ollowing de$iwitiona
,sha(,(- app!-g:

OI,JIJERS:

@hen applied to tl,te pnopnieton,sltip o[ a. dog ahall include evulA
penton having a night o{ pnopeltq in,sucLt dog, evul-A pQ-,LAon who ,shaLL
hatbon, orL lzQ-ep a. dog, on ha,s it in hia cwte, and evettq peiton wlto pelmits
a" dog to nemai-n on ut about ang ,pnemiaeA oecupied bq him.

DOG CONSTABLE:

The police conateb.Le o,utltonized bq the Town o{ fitadoua,slza to have
the pnimwtq dutttr to en{once the pnovi,siont o{ all ondinsnce.s o{ the Town o$
Ma.doutatlza and the Lan,s od the State o( I'ta.he coneetning tlte pnotection,
Uczrwing and, conttto.(- o$ doga on othett aruhru,Ls.

SI/ELTER:

Sha.tl mean lzeeping in a. hmane mclnneJt a dog appnehended bq a Lan
Endoncement O{$icett,

RESTRlCTlONS:

It aLwl.?- be uruLaw{u.{- (:on o"nq ou,)nur o( anq dog to petnit on a,(-.Low
,suclt a dog wltin-e in the Town od Ma.dawa,slza to:

A. Enga-ge in exce,s,sive .Loud how{-ing ott baltzing on eonduct
it seld in ,sucl,t & m&nnQ)L a,s to unheaaonebLq annoq anq
penaon otltel tha.n tLte ou,)ne)1.



RE STRI CTIONS COII/TI NUEO :

8. Cau,sz dana"ge on dQ-bbluction to pnoyteltt1, on commit nui,so.nce
uyton the ptzmide-,s od a penson othe,t tha.n tlrte ou)nul.

C. $lhile 066 the pnemiae,s o(1 the ou)nul, cha,te on otherzwi,se
l,tua,s,s a"nA pe Aon in auch a m&nnei aa neaaovLebLq to cailae
intimidation ott put ,such puLton in tea,sonab.Le apptte-hen sion
o[ bodi!.q Lnttm on inlunq.

D. Cha,se moton vel,tic.(-ea, bicqc.Le,s, and othett meena od tttana-
ytontation.

ENFORCEMENT:

A. Thi,s ondinance dhall be en{onced bq the 0og Constable a.nd"

ma"y be endoneed bq the Town PoLice 0epwttment ott anq otltett
Lan En[oncement O${ice,n-.

B. Anq conatabLe on Lan En{oneement Ollicett i,s he-,tebq atthon-
ized and impoutetted to go upon enA pnemi,se,s and" enten aru1

buiLding, othott than a. dwel-Ling, to appnehend and. ,sheLtet
aru1 dog on dog,s whieh ate in vio.Lation od a"nq o$ the pno-
vi,sions o{ thia ondinanee on o{ enu ondan ia,sued ltete
und,est, u)ltLn ,suclt Conttable ot Lau En{oncement )d$icet ia
in immediate pu.rt,suit od,such dog on dogt. ln tlte ea,se o{
o Licented dog, tlte Constable on Lu,,o En$oneement 066icet
Ahall give wnitten notice bq ce,rttr(ied moQ-, ,LetuLn neceipt
,LequeAted with inttttuctions to delivest to a-ddtte,s,see onlq
on bq ,setwice in hand od a Lan Endoneement O{$icett, to the
ownel ,sta.ting tha"t hia dog wat appnuhended and ,sto"ting tha.t
the dog wiLL be ,sold on de,stttoqed unle,s,s tedeemed within
72 hou,s. Ttte Dog Constable on Lan En{oneement )l{icett
may neLea,se enq dog ,so ,slteltelled to the ou)ne-t upon pal-
ment to the Town o$ I'lalauatba Conttable ot Lu En(oneement
O$$icett',s dee in the amount o$ ten doLlut,s l$tO.22l and
upon palment to the Town o( I'tal,awtba" ttte ,sum o( .(ive dol-
Lut,s l$5.00) pen dag {ott the,shz.Ltetting oi aad dog, un-
.Le,s,s in ttit oytinion tlte neLea,se o[ ,soid dog wowLd be a.

dangett to the public ,so$etq in wltielt event he ,shalL con-
tinue to lqold ttte dog until a{tu couttt ytnocedute,s. 7n ttte
event aru1 dog |ta,s not been nedeemed witlrin a pedod od 72
hout,s a$tet being appnehended, on in the ca,se o$ a Liceued
dog, within 72 Ltouta a[tet notiez being given to the ou)ne)t,
the oortnett ,shalL be deemed to havz abandoned and {on$eitedall pnopettq interu,st in ,said dog.

C. The ConstabLe i,s he.,tebq outhonized to aell anq dog ,slte.Ltested
a.t ,such ptice at he attall detettmine to be {oh and dlnlL
depo,sit dueh ,sum in the gene-,ta,(" 6und oi tlte Town. Tl,te Town
ahall lzeep a. necond o$ all AI.LzA ,showing the name,s and a.d-
dleA,sea o$ the puttcha*tt,s a.nd ,such teconda altall be open
to public intpeetion. Suclt neeond,s ahaL(- be lzept {on one
It I qeu
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PENALIIES:

Aru1 pe*son {ound, to be in violation o{ an4 pnovi,sion o{ ttti,s
attticle uL enA orLden o$ count ia,sued lteneundet Alla.tl be Liable to
puni,shment bq $ine not to excQ.ed 6i6ra dollutd l$50.00) ard evettq da4
duting whiclt auclt viola.tion continue,s ahalL constitute a. nur) o$(ense.
In tlte event tlta"t tlte cowtt dltalL (ind that anq dog i,s dangettoua uL
poueA a tfutea.t to the pubLic ,sa"(etq ond wet-{wte, it mu1 oadet the
humane di,spo,sal o{ ,such dog and ahall ondet the ownett to pry the co,st s
o$ ,sueh di,spoaal.

ln the event tha.t the dog [u,s been appnehended and ,shel-tened
without di,spo,sat- and the ou)net ho,s been $ound to be in violation o$ thi,s
wttiele, tlte coultt dttal,L onde,,t tlte ownet to paq in addition to whateverz
dine ia a,s,se,s,sed, the co,st $on ,sl,te.Ltelting ,said dog.

Unle,sa othettwiae dee,,teed bq ondino,nce o[ aaid Boattd o$ Seleetmen o$ the
Town o{ flal.atta,slza, Countq and Sta.te a(oneloid, tlti,s ondinanee .sha,LL be
dee.Lated e[{eeLive the ,seventh dot4 od Julq, A.0., 1988.

GIVEN UN0ER OUR flANrS AN, SEAI t|tia tutentq-$otuth dal oi June,
A.0., one ttlouaand nine hunfuted and eightq-eigttt.

MAPAII,ASKA 80AR0 0F SELECTMEN
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OFFICER' RETLIRN

?un,suant to tl,te within notice, 7 ltave wwtned and noti$ied all
interu,sted citizens bq po,sting copie,s o{ tlte within pnopo,sed otdinance
a"t tlte Ma.dana,sfza Town C.Lettlz',s 0(6ice, Fna,sett Papett Ltd. Time 066iee,
lltadanarha. Po,st 0{6ice, St. David ?o,st 066ice, K o6 C Ha.LL, Communittl
Bu,L.(-etin Bowtd, Madatoa,slza" Higlt Schoo,L Ca[etat-ia", Bob'),s Neighbonltood
Stone, Du(oust',s Mwthet, JoeL Ge-,wai,s' Store, Lakevieu Manlzet, V. N.
SpeciaL Stole, and Dietz',s GnocelU, aLL conspicuou,s pubLic p.Lace,s within
the town on the tnentq-$ounth o{ June, A.0., one tlrtou,tand nine l,tundtted
and eiglttq-eight.
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