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Planning  Commiss ion  
Regular  Meet ing Agenda  

June 13, 2023 
7:00 PM 

 

I. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance 

II. Roll Call of Members: Amy Ervin    Jeff Grey 
Tom Courser   Farzad Tafreshi 
Robert Laraway   Mike Simon 
Leo Wickert 

III. Agenda Approval 

IV. Approval of Minutes  

V. Reports: 1. Chairperson 
2. Village Manager 
3. Village Council 

VI. Public Hearings:  
1. Special Land Use Request 2023-01; 1008 Southport Drive 

VII. Public Comments 

VIII. Existing Business: None 

IX. New Business:  
1. Next Meeting Date 

X. Public Comments 

XI. Adjournment                             

mailto:lakeisabella@charter.net
http://www.lakeisabellami.org/


 

Planning Commission 
April 11, 2023 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
Planning Commission Chair Ervin called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. The pledge of 
allegiance was recited by those present. 
 
Members Present: Grey, Laraway, Simon, Tafreshi, Wickert & Ervin 
Members Absent: Courser 
 
Agenda Approval: 

Simon made a motion, seconded by Grey, to approve the meeting agenda as presented. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Tafreshi made a motion, seconded by Wickert, to approve the previous meeting minutes. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Village Manager Report: 

Manager Wolff reported on the work being done by the Joint Lake Restoration Committee. 
He noted that the Committee’s next meeting is Wednesday, April 12, 2023, at 4 PM. Wolff 
also discussed permit activity. He shared that the Village, Health Department, County, and 
State have approved an agreement amending the building and use restrictions in Lake 
Isabella North. The amendments replace the 2014 Lot Swapping Plan with the Baseline 
Septic System Criteria used in Lake Isabella South and Lake Isabella Golf Estates #2. 
The Planning Commission discussed the 2022 Calls for Service Report included in the packet. 
Members expressed their surprise at the number of incidents logged by Isabella County 
Central Dispatch. 

Village Council Report: 
Laraway reported on the previous Village Council meetings since the Planning Commission 
last met in January. 

Public Hearings: None 

Existing Business: None 

New Business:  

1. Review of Bylaws: 
The Planning Commission reviewed its Bylaws. The Bylaws were last amended in 2018. 
The Planning Commission made several grammar and spelling changes. The Planning 
Commission amended the Bylaws to reflect quarterly meetings but set aside a monthly 
meeting date if it needs to meet between regular meetings. The Planning Commission 
also amended the Bylaws regarding written comments submitted before the meeting. 
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Wickert made a motion, seconded by Grey, to approve the Bylaws as amended. 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

2. Training Exercises: 
The Planning Commission worked through two quick training exercises. The first 
involved determining the zoning classification for a fictional newly annexed parcel. The 
second exercise was a Site Plan Review and Special Land Use request for the same 
fictitious parcel. 

The members discussed future training exercises and requested that the next one be a 
Special Land Use request for a detached garage across the street. 

Public Comments: None 

 

With no further business, Ervin adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM. 

 

Approved:       
 

           

            Carol Shannon, Village Clerk 



 

Village Council 
May 15, 2023 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

Village President Torgerson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Those in attendance recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members Present: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, Laraway, & Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  

Davis requested that the meeting Agenda be amended to include a discussion of the sewer 
lagoon property as New Business #7. There were no objections from the other members of 
the Council to this addition. 

Consent Agenda:  

Davis made a motion, seconded by Kiel, to adopt the Consent Agenda. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, Laraway, & Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION 
CARRIED 7-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

 Village President:  
President Torgerson discussed the Lake Committee’s work. Shannon shared her 
concerns over the vote to approve the ballot language at the Special Meeting earlier in 
the month. She stated that the Council had previously agreed, and entered into an 
agreement with the LIPOA, that the Council would support the work of the Committee, 
and for a Council member to vote against what the Committee had submitted is 
concerning and is not consistent with what had previously been agreed to. Peavey 
stated that the Committee had done enough work to this point that it is clear the 
minimum amount needed to begin addressing the condition of the lake is 3 Mills, which 
ultimately will be up to the voters to decide.  

 Isabella County: 
County Commissioner Embry spoke to the Council about future budget projections for 
the County. He stated that the County would be unable to support current service levels 
in a few years without increasing its operating millage. The County currently operates 
on a millage of 6.61 Mills and is considering requesting up to an additional 3 Mills at an 
election, possibly as soon as this November. He stated that in the event the millage is 
not approved by the voters, road patrols by the Sheriff’s Department would likely be a 
service that the County would want to eliminate to reduce costs.  

 Village Manager: None 

 Sherman Township: None 
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 LIPOA:  None

Public Hearings:  
1. Proposed Resolution 2023-06; Confirmation of Broomfield Twp. Fire Protection Special 

Assessment Roll: 
Torgerson opened the public hearing at 7:39 PM. 

Public Comment:  

 Lisa Moore of Clubhouse Drive stated that the notice she received was not clear as 
to what the purpose of the hearing was, but she does not object now that she knows 
it is a renewal of an existing assessment. 

Torgerson closed the public hearing at 7:42 PM. 

Kiel made a motion, seconded by Peavey, to adopt Resolution 2023-06, which confirms 
the Special Assessment Roll for the annual renewal of the Broomfield Twp. Fire 
Protection District. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, 
Laraway, & Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Public Comment:  

 Lisa Moore of Clubhouse Drive stated that she was happy to learn that a second effort 
is being made regarding lake restoration and feels that a proposal focused on the lake 
has a good chance of passing.  

Existing Business:  
1. Article VI Update Discussion: 

The Council received and reviewed the final sections of the Article VI update. These 
sections included blight regulations, right-of-way regulations, and noise regulations. 
Among the proposed changes is removing the decibel limits in the noise ordinance and 
replacing that regulation with a regulation based on distance. Proposed changes to the 
blight code included removing the regulations of brush and compost piles. 

Laraway stated that he hopes with the new hire, enforcement activity will increase. 
Wolff suggested that rather than introduce the proposed update of Article VI this 
month, have one final review of all the sections at the June meeting. He also suggested 
that the Council review the Village’s Code Enforcement procedures at its June meeting. 
The Council supported both of those recommendations. 

New Business: 

1. Resolution 2023-07; Insufficient Funds Policy: 

Deputy Manager Manley presented a proposed policy that would allow the Village to 
recover fees charged by a bank in the event a payment to the Village is returned for 
insufficient funds. She stated that when this happens, the Village is charged a fee of at 
least $25. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Davis, to adopt Resolution 2023-07. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, Laraway, & Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
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2. Resolution 2023-08; Covid-19 Policy: 

Wolff presented a resolution to the Council that formally rescinds the Village’s Covid-19 
policy now that the public health emergency declaration has ended. He stated that in 
the event a staff member does become sick with Covid regular sick days would be used 
from this point forward. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Peavey, to adopt Resolution 2023-08. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, & Torgerson. NAYS: Laraway. MOTION 
CARRIED 6-1-0. 

3. Fire Protection Contract: 

Laraway made a motion, seconded by Kiel, to approve the fire protection with the 
Nottawa-Sherman Townships Fire Department to provide fire protection to Broomfield 
Township within the Village limits. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, 
Shannon, Laraway, & Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

4. 2023 Lake Patrol Contract: 

Laraway made a motion, seconded by Cueny, to approve the proposed Lake Patrol 
Contract with the Isabella County Sheriff’s Department. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, 
Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, Laraway, & Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-
0. 

5. Code Enforcement Vehicle Purchase: 

The Council discussed the purchase of a dedicated vehicle for Code Enforcement and 
zoning matters. The FY 22-23 Budget allocated $35,000 to purchase a new vehicle. Wolff 
stated that he feels the Village can get a suitable used vehicle for less. 

Cueny stated he would be leery of buying a used vehicle that is more than three years 
old. 

Laraway asked about additional costs, such as lights and decals. Wolff stated that based 
on the light package, it could be as much as an additional $2,500.  

There was a discussion about having a radio in the vehicle. Wolff stated that due to the 
size of the Village, civilian radio equipment is not effective. In order for a radio to be 
effective that Village would need to obtain a dedicated frequency. He stated that staff 
uses their cell phone to call the office if they are out. The Council directed Wolff to 
obtain a dedicated cell phone that could be used for Code Enforcement purposes in the 
field. 

There was further discussion about a budget amount for the vehicle; $ 15,000 was 
suggested. Laraway stated that he would prefer to see that number be $16,000 just for 
the vehicle, with the lights and decals not part of that allocation amount. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Shannon, to authorize the Village Manager to 
purchase a vehicle for Code Enforcement purposes at a cost not exceeding $16,000 
without further approval needed from the Council. The $16,000 amount is only for the 
vehicle and additional costs for lights, cell phone, and decals, not counting against the 
purchase price. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, Laraway, & 
Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
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6. Introduction of Proposed 23-24 Budget and Capital Improvement Plan: 

Wolff presented the draft of the budget and Capital Improvement Plan. He stated that 
he had not received several estimates from Rowe regarding road projects and this draft 
of the CIP does not reflect any road projects. 

Kiel stated that the Council should continue to place police protection and roads as the 
top priority. 

The proposed budget and CIP were referred to the Finance Committee for review and 
further discussion. 

7. Sewer Lagoon Discussion: 

Davis suggested that with Weidman being forced to develop a sewer, the Village should 
either look to be included in that project or offer the use of the sewer lagoon property 
as an option for the Weidman sewer. He stated that this could be an opportunity to 
develop a sewer if the Village could access the grant funding available to Nottawa and 
Sherman Townships. 

Torgerson discussed the history of work on designing a sewer for the community and 
region. He stated that a major study was done several years ago examining out-county 
sewer development. That study concluded that the best scenario would be for two 
different systems. One system would service Beal City, Coldwater Lake, and Weidman. 
The other system would service only Lake Isabella. He also discussed that both Sherman 
and Nottawa Townships have mandates from the State to construct sewers which is why 
they are receiving their funding. 

Public Comments:  

 Lisa Moore of Clubhouse Drive stated that used cars can be very dependable, and for 
$16,000, the Village should be able to find a vehicle that will last for several years. 

Council Comments: None 

Adjournment: 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 PM. 
 
 
Approved:            
 
 
          X______________________          X___________________________ 
          Carol Shannon, Village Clerk                 David Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

Planning Commission Meeting 
June 13, 2023 

 

Village Manager’s Report 

 

 

o Code Enforcement. Year-to-date activity is reported and attached. 

o Permits. Year-to-date activity is attached.  

o Website. The Village has just completed an update and redesign of our website. One of 
the new features that was added is an “Enotify” feature. This allows people to sign-up 
for text or email alerts when various pages on the site are updated. 

o Fireworks. Fireworks are scheduled for dusk on July 1st. 

o Budget. The Village Council will be holding a public hearing as part of its regular meeting 
on June 20th to adopt the annual budget and capital improvement plan. 

o Staffing. We have hired a new Code Enforcement Officer. 

o Ace Hardware. The Morning Sun featured a story on the 14th highlighting the new Ace 
Hardware in the Village. 

o Nusicance Regulations. The Village Council is wrapping up a major update to Article VI 
of the Codified Ordinances. These are the nuisance regulations on topics such as blight, 
animal control, noise, and the like. The tentative schedule looks like the Council may 
schedule a public hearing for its July meeting to consider action on the draft. 

o Special Election. There will be a Special Village Election this August 8th to consider a 3 
Mill proposal to fund lake and river restoration efforts. The Village and LIPOA have been 
working together this year to draft a new proposal that only includes lake and river 
restoration to present to the community. No other recreation projects are included in 
this proposal. A copy of the ballot language is below: 

 



Permit # Name/Business Property Address Purpose Date Plat

1 MQ Property Management, LLC 1025 Barcelona Drive New Home - Permit Renewal 1/12/2023 Forest 2

2 Bruce & Michelle Rand 1051 Vallado Drive Accessory Structure 1/18/2023 Woods 1

3 Scott Lumbert 1047 Crown Point Detached Garage 2/10/2023 Plat 1

4 Consumer's Energy 1011 Bishop Lane Utility Service 2/24/2023 C.E.

5 Justin Mitchell 1032 Castle Drive Detached Garage Waiting until fall Plat 1

6 John & Shannon Kozinski 1044 Fairway Drive New Home 3/9/2023 G.E. 1

7 Jeff & Nora Ragland 1048 Crown Pointe Deck Addition 3/16/2023 Plat 1

8 John & Shannon Kozinski 1044 Fairway Drive Driveway 3/22/2023 G.E. 1

9 Brian & Julie Chippeway 1015 Isabella Vista Detached Garage 3/23/2023 North

10 William Beutler 1060 Queens Way Driveway 3/24/2023 Unplatted

11 Robert & Anita Battleshaw 1009 Putter Drive Shed 3/27/2023 G.E. 1

12 Consumer's Energy 1017 Fairway Drive Utility Service 4/12/2023 G.E. 1

13 Scott Brinks 1182 Clubhouse Drive Driveway 4/17/2023 Golf Estates 2

14 Scott Brinks 1184 Clubouse Drive Driveway 4/17/2023 Golf Estates 2

15 Steve Galassini 1200 Clubhouse Drive Driveway 4/17/2023 Golf Estates 2

16 Leslie Walton & Anne McLellan 1142 Fairway Drive New Home 4/20/2023 G.E. 1

17 Ben Wright 1155 Clubhouse Drive Driveway 4/25/2023 Golf Estates 2

18 Consumer's Energy 1044 Fairway Drive Utility Service 4/28/2023 G.E. 1

19 Alberta McBride Living Trust 501 N. Coldwater Rd Replace Deck 5/1/2023 C.E.

20 Bruce & Michelle Rand 1051 Vallado Drive Fence 5/4/2023 Woods 1

21 Scott Brinks 1182 Clubhouse Drive New Home 5/4/2023 Golf Estates 2

22 Jason Peavey 1109 Lincoln Driveway 5/10/2023 Plat 3

23 Ben Wright 1155 Clubhouse Drive Fence 5/12/2023 Golf Estates 2

24 LIPOA 1096 Queens Way Fence 5/16/2023 Unplatted

25 Cory & Jaime Schafer 1065 Circle Drive Detached Garage 5/19/2023 Golf Estates 2

26 Peter & Mary Krasun 1052 Vallado Drive Attached Garage 5/22/2023 Woods 1

27 Jason Benzinger 4020 Castle Drive Shed 5/23/2023 Plat 1

28 Juli Sisung 1087 Clubhouse Drive Addition 5/23/2023 G.E. 1

29 Todd L Levitt 2006 Castle Court Shed 5/24/2023 Plat 1

30 Doug and Dawn Neff 1033 Essex Drive Expand Deck 5/24/2023 Plat 3

31 Tony & Linda Clouse 1005 Peninsula Drive Detached Garage 5/24/2023 Golf Estates 2

32 Gary & Nettie Uplinger 3012 Sequoia Ct Fence 5/25/2023 Woods 1

33 Patrick Bothe 1033 Granada Dr Shed 6/1/2023 Plat 2

34

35

2023 Permit List
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Violation Count Month
Violations 

Opened

Violations 

Closed

Civil 

Infractions
Blight - Junk Items 25 January 9 1 1

Blight - Long Weeds/Grass 16 February 7 1 0

Blight - Unlicensed Vehicle 12 March 14 12 4

Blight - Junk/Inoperable Vehicle 9 April 11 7 6

Trailer/RV - Unlicensed 4 May 23 10 2

Blight - Household Trash 3 June 22 11 0

Animal - Dog Running at Large 2 July 0 0 0

Blight - Building Materials 2 August 0 0 0

Animal - Dog License 1 September 0 0 0

Animal - Excessive Dogs 1 October 0 0 0

Blight - Brush Pile 1 November 0 0 0

Blight - Commercial Vehicle 1 December 0 0 0

Blight - Dangerous Structure/Site 1 Year-to-Date 86 42 13

Blight - Parking in Yard 1

Blight - Used Building Materials 1 Current Open Cases: 31

Incident - Fire Dpt. Assist 1

Burning (Trash or other prohibited items) 1

Noise - Distrubing the Peace 1

Streets - No Right of Way Permit 1

Trailer/RV - Vacant Lot 1

Zoning - Structure Completion 1

Total Violations 86

Code Enforcement Report



 
TRUTH IN TAXATION PUBLICATION 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
LAKE ISABELLA VILLAGE COUNCIL 

 
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing has been scheduled for Tuesday, June 20, 2023, as 
part of a regular meeting of the Lake Isabella Village Council starting at 7 PM local time. The 
location of the hearing will be the Village Hall, 1010 Clubhouse Drive, Lake Isabella, MI, 48893. 
The purpose of the hearing is to receive public comments and questions regarding the adoption 
of the 2023-2024 budget, Capital Improvement Plan, and property tax levy to support the budget. 
A copy of the proposed budget and Capital Improvement Plan is available for the public to inspect 
at the Village Hall and online at www.lakeisabellami.org. 
 
THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT THE PROPOSED 
BUDGET WILL BE A SUBJECT OF THIS HEARING. 
 
For the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the proposed Operating Millage rate in support of the budget is 
1 Mill with the anticipated Headlee roll back. 
 
Public Comments are welcome at the meeting and may be submitted via writing in advance of 
the meeting at the Village Hall during regular business hours (Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 
4:30 PM) or via email to Village Manager Tim Wolff at the following address:  
tim@lakeisabellami.org. 
 
 
Carol Shannon 
Lake Isabella Village Clerk 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 
989.644.8654 



VILLAGE OF LAKE ISABELLA 
ISABELLA COUNTY 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Proposed Special Land Use 2023-01 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Village of Lake Isabella will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, June 13, 2023, as part of a Regular Meeting beginning at 7 PM local 
time. The purpose of this public hearing is to receive comments and questions on a proposed 
Special Land Use application. The location of the public hearing will be the Lake Isabella Village 
Hall, 1010 Clubhouse Drive, Lake Isabella, MI 48893. 
 
The nature of the public hearing is to receive public comments and questions on Special Land 
Use Request 2023-01. This request is to construct a private Accessory Structure with a footprint 
of 1,278 square feet with a rec room and offices above the ground floor. The proposed 
Accessory Structure will be located across the street and subordinate to the dwelling at 1010 
Southport Drive. The location of the proposed accessory structure is also identified as parcel 
#21-075-00-349-00 (1008 Southport Drive), which is lot 349 of the recorded plat of Lake Isabella 
Plat #3. The proposed accessory structure will be located across the street from parcel #21-075-
00-353-00 and will require the two parcels to be combined via a deed restriction. 
 
Information may be obtained, including a copy of the application at the Village Hall at the above 
address between the hours of 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday. Information may also 
be obtained by phone: (989) 644-8654, or email: office@lakeisabellami.org. Written comments 
may be submitted in advance of the public hearing to the Village Clerk at the address below or 
via email at office@lakeisabellami.org.  
 
 
Carol Shannon 
Village Clerk 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 
(989) 644-8654 
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June 13, 2023 
Planning Commission Meeting 

 

Special Land Use 23-01 Staff Report 
 

 

Location:   1008 Southport Drive 

Zoning District:  Lake Residential-1 

Parcel Size & Shape: Rectangular Lot, initially platted in 1969. 

Existing Use: Single-family dwelling and vacant lot. 

Future Land Use: Single-family residential 

Adjacent Parcels (to SLU): North – vacant lots zoned LR-1 

 East – Single-family dwelling at 1006 Southport Drive. 

 South – Southport Drive and Mini Park. 

 West – Across the street from the proposed garage is the 
Applicant's home. To the west of the Applicant's home is a vacant 
parcel zoned LR-4. 

SLU Requested: 1,278 square foot, two-story accessory structure. 
 

SUMMARY: 

The applicants are seeking approval to construct a detached garage that would be accessory 
and subordinate to their dwelling located across Mini Street. For several years the Village 
has allowed for non-waterfront parcels to have a detached garage constructed across the 
street from the dwelling that it is accessory to. To date, the Village has approved four of 
these projects. 

LOCATION: 

The location of the Applicant's home and 
proposed garage location is in Lake Isabella 
Plat 3. Southport Drive and Mini Street are two 
small streets that are south of Essex Drive and 
east of Bundy Drive. The property sits across 
Southport Drive from Mini Park, which is 
mainly used for boat slips for non-waterfront 
owners. 

This area of the Village is located in Broomfield 
Township and is highlighted on the adjacent 
map with the red star. On the following page is 
a map of the area with the location of the lot 
where the garage is proposed, outlined in red. 
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ORDINANCE CONSIDERATIONS: 

Special Land Uses are considered a "discretionary decision" by the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act and allow the Planning Commission to impose reasonable conditions as part of an 
approval. This process allows the Planning Commission to exercise its judgment in approving 
or disapproving a particular activity based on the merits of the application, the expertise of 
individual Planning Commission members, and the input of nearby residents that are 
provided advanced notice of a Public Hearing on the application. 

In addition to the criteria in the ordinance that apply to all Special Land Use applications, the 
zoning ordinance also has several subjective standards for reviewing the design and features 
of detached garages. 

The proposed Accessory Structure would have bathroom facilities. The Applicant has applied 
for the necessary permits from the Central Michigan District Health Department. The CMDHD 
has not issued the permits yet, but I anticipate they will do so shortly. 

ORDINANCE DISCUSSION: 

As the Zoning Administrator, I would offer the following observations and input on the various 
items that need review by the Planning Commission (Zoning Administrator Comments in 
BLUE). 
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GENERAL CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL SLUS: 

1. Whether the proposed development is in general agreement with the adopted Village 
Master Plan. Yes, in my opinion, the proposed SLU is in agreement with the Village's 2019 
Master Plan. That plan refocused our attention away from potential commercial and 
industrial economic growth to residential growth and allowing people a greater ability to 
develop property when done in connection to residential use. 

2. Whether the density or use characteristics of the proposed development are detrimental 
to adjacent properties and land uses. The proposed detached garage is no different in size 
or height than expected if the lot were developed with a single-family home. The size of 
the structure would most likely be larger if a dwelling were constructed, as the ordinance 
requires a footprint of at least 1,560 square feet. With that in mind, it is my opinion that 
there would be no detrimental impact due to the construction of accessory structure on 
the parcel that wouldn't occur with the development of a single-family dwelling. 

3. The special land use shall not be hazardous to adjacent property or involve uses, activities, 
materials, or equipment that will be detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of 
persons or property due to traffic, noise, smoke, odor, fumes, or glare. Impacts on the 
natural environment shall be within acceptable limits in comparison to the effects that 
would result from other uses permitted by right in the zoning district. The proposed 
storage use of the Accessory Structure should not pose any risks or hazards to adjacent 
properties regarding traffic, noise, smoke, odor, fumes, or glare. 

4. The special land use shall be adequately served by essential public facilities and services, 
or it shall be demonstrated that the person responsible for the proposed special use shall 
be able to continually provide adequate services and facilities deemed essential to the 
special use under consideration. There should be no additional demand on public services 
or facilities if this SLU is approved. 

5. The special land use shall represent an improvement to the property under consideration 
and the surrounding area in general. Again, this is largely subjective, however, it is my 
opinion that in terms of what an accessory structure could look like, the proposed one 
looks residential in character. 

6. The special land use shall not place demands on public services and facilities above the 
current capacity. There will be no additional demands on public services. 

DETACHED GARAGE DESIGN STANDARDS: 

1234.6: Category 1 Accessory Structures shall be limited to a maximum footprint of thirteen 
hundred square feet (1,300 ft2). The proposed Accessory Structure has a footprint of 1,278 
square feet. 

1234.8 (B-1): Category 1 Accessory Structures shall only be permitted after demonstrating 
that the proposed building meets this Chapter's design and architecture requirements. The 
design and features of such Accessory Structures play a significant role in maintaining the 
image of a residential setting. Accessory Structures that incorporate features that reinforce 
the relationship between structures enhance the character of the public appearance of the 
neighborhood. For this purpose, building facades that face a street or adjacent residentially 
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zoned parcel shall incorporate architectural elements on each elevation of the quality and 
quantity required by this Section. 

1. The Accessory Structure and the Primary Structure shall share the following design 

and style elements:  

a) The Accessory Structure shall have an exterior color scheme that is coordinated, 

compatible, and matching with the color of the Primary Structure. This includes 

the color of the roof, color of exterior finish materials, and exterior trim. The 

application materials submitted for the project show what is proposed for the 

structure. The two differences noted between the structures are the color of the 

doors (entry and garage). 

b) If siding is used the size of the boards and the orientation of the boards shall be 

the same as the primary structure. Both structures would have horizontal siding. 

c) Windows will be oriented in the same manner and shall be of similar size and 

compatible trim to the windows on the Primary Structure. The windows appear 

to be compatible based on the application materials. 

d) Eaves and roof overhangs will be limited to a maximum of twenty-four inches 

(24). While not listed on the application, the drawings show eves of less than 24 

inches. 

e) The Accessory Structure shall have either a gable roof, hip roof, saltbox roof, or 

the same style of roof as the Primary Structure. The structure will have a cross 

gable roof. 

f) Garage Front points (1 for every 8' linear feet): 7.5 points are required; the 

application shows the following: 

4 Windows (4 pts.) 

Cross Gable Roof (1 pt.) 

Entry door with Window (1 pt.) 

4' Offset (2 pts.) 

Metal roof panels over the garage doors (1 pt.) 

g) Side and Rear points (1 for every 16' linear feet)  The garage is required to have 

the following side and rear points: 

South Façade 2.25 pts: 

At least 6 windows (6 pts.) 

Cross Gable Roof (1 pt.) 

East Façade: 3.75 pts: 

Cross Gable Roof (1 pt.) 

4 windows (4 pts.) 

North Façade: 2.25 pts: 

4 windows (4 pts.) 

2. If the Accessory Structure has sidewalls greater than twelve feet (12), the points 

required in B-1 of this Section shall be multiplied by a factor of 1.5. The above-



Page 5 of 9 

 

required points are based on the multiplier of 1.5 due to the sidewall height. 

3. If the Accessory Structure has garage doors on more than one side, all sides with 

garage doors are required to have the same style of doors. Garage doors are only on 

one side. 

4. All garage doors, which are greater than eight feet (8) in height, shall have a row of 

windows spanning across such door. The proposed doors are 8 feet. 

5. Doors on detached garages shall be limited to a height of ten feet (10). One door 

may exceed ten feet (10), but shall not exceed a height of fourteen feet (14). Two 

doors are proposed, both at only 8 feet. 

6. Detached garages that feature more than three bays shall have at least one bay 

recessed from the other bays by at least four feet. There are only two bays, but an 

offset is included. 

MOTION CONSIDERATIONS: 

After conducting a Public Hearing and receiving public comments, as well as discussing the 
request with the Applicant, the Planning Commission should issue a finding of fact as part of 
a motion to either approve or deny the request. The Planning Commission can also vote to 
postpone action on the SLU if additional information is needed or substantial changes are 
requested. A motion to postpone would need to include what specific items the Planning 
Commission needs from the Applicant before further action will be taken. 

Below are two appropriate examples of a finding of fact that the Planning Commission could 
use to either approve or deny the request at the close of the case. 

Finding of Fact if Denied: 

Based upon the documentation and other information submitted to the Planning 
Commission, public comment received by the Board during its meeting, visits to the site by 
individual Planning Commission Members, and knowledge and experience of the Planning 
Commission Members with land use within the Village, the Planning Commission adopts the 
following finding concerning the request for Special Land Use application 2023-01. That the 
Applicant has not shown that the proposed SLU meets the requirements of the ordinance and 
does not represent an improvement to the surrounding area in general for the following 
reason [add rationale here when making the motion]. 

Finding of Fact & Recommended Conditions if Approved: 

Based upon the documentation and other information submitted to the Planning 
Commission, public comment received by the Planning Commission during its meeting, visits 
to the site by individual Planning Commission Members, and knowledge and experience of 
the Planning Commission Members with land use within the Village, the Planning Commission 
adopts the following findings and decision with respect to the request for Special Land Use 
2023-01. 

1. The proposed development is in general agreement with the adopted Village Master Plan. 
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2. The density or use characteristics of the proposed development are not detrimental to 
adjacent properties and land uses. 

3. The special land use will not be hazardous to adjacent property or involve uses, activities, 
materials, or equipment which will be detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of 
persons or property due to traffic, noise, smoke, odor, fumes or glare. 

4. The special land use shall be adequately served by existing essential public facilities and 
services. 

5. [Additional Finding of Fact from the Planning Commission] 

6. The approval of the Planning Commission is made with the following conditions and 
stipulations that shall apply to the Special Land Use and shall run with the land: 

a. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the resident of 1010 Southport Drive and may not be used to operate a Home 
Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without seeking 
additional approvals from the Village. 

b. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure must be shielded with full cut-
off fixtures, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed 
from direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. 

c. The Applicant is required to combine Lot 349 of Lake Isabella Plat 3, and Lot 353 of 
Lake Isabella Plat 3. Said lots shall not be decoupled unless approved by the Village 
of Lake Isabella. 

d. Any garage door greater than eight feet in height is required to have at least one 
row of windows across its width. 

e. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 
Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 

f. If bathroom facilities are developed inside the accessory structure, a copy of the 
approval of each system from the Central Michigan District Health Department must 
be submitted before the Zoning Administrator may issue a zoning permit. 

g. [Additional conditions wanted by the Planning Commission] 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

After reviewing the application, it is my opinion that the application meets the 
requirements of the zoning code and should be approved by the Planning Commission with 
the conditions listed. In full disclosure, my dwelling is roughly 550 feet away from the 
applicants. The proximity of the project to my home had no impact on my review of the 
application, and as a resident, I offer no objections to the project.  
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Additional Pictures 

 

 
Picture 1 Aerial view of area with proposed garage location highlighted. 

 

 
Picture 2 Photo of proposed garage location from Southport Drive. 
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Picture 3 Photo of Applicant's house from Southport Drive. 

 

 

 
Picture 4 Photo of proposed garage location from Mini Street. 
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Picture 5 photo of Applicant's home from Mini Street. 

 

 

 
Picture 6 Photo of both lots looking south down Mini Street. 
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Parcel ID Owner Address City, State ZIP
21-085-00-001-00

21-076-00-479-00

21-085-00-002-00 Eric & Marjorie Ho 7221 N. Smith Road Alma, MI 48801

21-085-00-003-00 Andrew Dicapo & Sydney Cox 5098 W. Jordan Road Weidman, MI 48893

21-076-00-477-00 Dorothy Snyder 1077 Bundy Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

21-076-00-478-00 Lawrence & Debra White 923 Linda Lane Sandwich, IL 60548

21-076-00-480-00

21-075-00-357-00

21-075-00-359-01 Tyler House & Kelsey Flaugher 1055 Essex Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

21-075-00-356-00 Doug & Dawn Neff 1033 Essex Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

21-075-00-355-00 Dan & Kelley Soeltner 422 Iris Lane Laingsburg, MI 48848

21-075-00-354-00 Robert Sousa 376 Randolph Road Rochester, MI 48309

Hugh Driggs & Lee Ellen Driggs 6591 US Highway 223 Palmyra, MI 49268

Occupant 1087 Bundy Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

21-075-00-348-00 Rebecca & Raymond Waldorf 1006 Southport Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

21-075-00-347-00 Jack & Barbara Schinderle 11977 Eden Trl Eagle, MI 48822

21-075-00-345-00

21-075-00-346-00

21-075-00-351-00 Leonard Dreon 5653 Culver Dearborn Heights, MI 48125

21-075-00-352-00 Deborah Billsby 2754 Weatherwood Ln Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

21-075-00-350-00 Sharon Waligora 3001 Herbey Rd. Canton, MI 48188

21-075-00-342-00

21-075-00-343-00

21-275-00-344-00

21-075-00-353-00

21-075-00-349-00

21-003-30-003-00

21-075-00-476-00

SLU 2023-01 Mailing List

Mark & Angela Schofield 1084 El Camino Grande Lake Isabella, MI 48893

Neil Davis 1053 Essex Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

21-003-20-001-01

Diane Picklo 35736 Strathcona St Clinton Twp., MI 48035

Tom & Annette Stillman 1003 Southport Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

Eric & Kimberly Pluff 1010 Southport Drive Lake Isabella, MI 48893

LIPOA 1096 Queens Way Lake Isabella, MI 48893
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