
Village of Lake Isabella
1010 Clubhouse Dr.

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

989.644.8654

www.lakeisabellami.org

The Village Council meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month 

at 7 PM

The Planning Commission meets on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

at 7 PM

The Village’s brush dump is currently 
open at no charge, please take brush 

to the back pile, leaves and yard waste 
may be le�  in paper bags at the bins 
near the driveway, please no grass 

clippings.

You’re Invited to a� end any of the 
scheduled community mee� ngs at the 
Village Hall this fall to learn more and 
have your ques� ons answered.
• September 15th      9 AM
• September 15th      7 PM

• September 27th    10 AM
• September 27th      6 PM

• October 25th           6 PM

• October 27th           6 PM

Have Ques� ons About the 
Ballot Proposals?

Addi� onal informa� on specifi c to the 
Recrea� on Improvements Bond pro-

posal is also available from the home-
page of our website at:

 www.lakeisabellami.org.

2022 Village of Lake Isabella 
Summer Taxes are due by Sep-
tember 15th. Please stop by the  
Village Hall or visit our website 
to submit your payment.

You’re Invited to a� end any of the 
scheduled community mee� ngs at the 
Village Hall this fall to learn more and 
have your ques� ons answered.
• September 15th      9 AM
• September 15th      7 PM

• September 27th    10 AM
• September 27th      6 PM

• October 25th           6 PM

• October 27th           6 PM

Have Ques� ons About the 
Ballot Proposals?

Addi� onal informa� on specifi c to the 
Recrea� on Improvements Bond pro-

posal is also available from the home-
page of our website at:

 www.lakeisabellami.org.

Have you visited our website?  Our website 
should be able to answer most ques� ons that 
you have.  Online you can:
• Download Permit Applica� ons
• View Village Ordinances
• Review Mee� ng Minutes
• Access Plat Maps
• Apply to Serve on a Board or Commi� ee
• Any much more!

Village of Lake Isabella
Autumn Newsle� er

When voters in the Village of Lake Isabella go to the 
polls this November 8th there will be three items on 
the ballot related to the Village.  The fi rst will be the 
elec� on of four members of the Village Council. The 
deadline to fi le to be a candidate on the November 
ballot passed in late July.

Voters will also be asked to consider two diff erent 
proposals funded by an increased millage rate. The 
fi rst proposal would levy 0.3333 Mills over three years 
to con� nue our current coverage agreement with the 
Isabella County Sheriff ’s Department. 

In late 2021, the Village Council approved a one-year 
agreement with the Isabella County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment to act as a pilot program to gauge the impact of 
dedicated police coverage for the community.

The second proposal on the November ballot, if 
approved, would authorize the sale of bonds to fund 
two major projects in the community. If approved, 
funds would be used for specifi c recrea� on improve-
ments such as non-motorized trails and a dog park. In 
addi� on to these improvements, funds would also be 
used to begin work on the joint lake bo� om resto-
ra� on plan that the Village and LIPOA have devel-
oped. 

The Village and LIPOA have iden� fi ed three projects 
to restore the lake and river for the community to 
enjoy, improve water quality downstream and ensure 
the reservoir con� nues to fulfi ll its role in fl ood mi� -
ga� on.

The proposed lake bo� om restora� on plan provides a 
unique opportunity for the Village and LIPOA to act in 
partnership to address a cri� cal issue in the communi-
ty. Serious discussion and planning between the two 
organiza� ons began in late summer of 2021.

In order to assure transparency in the work pursued, 
the two organiza� ons have approved an agreement 
that outlines the roles and responsibili� es of each 
organiza� on in the joint eff ort.  The agreement also 
creates the framework for how funds would be used 
if the bond sale is approved, with 50% to 60% going 
towards lake bo� om restora� on work.

Q. Why does the community need more funding for 
recrea� on and lake maintenance?

A. While the Lake Isabella Property Owners Associ-
a� on (LIPOA) maintains several private parks, the 
Village currently has no public parks, trails or recre-
a� on facili� es for residen� al use. These addi� onal 
recrea� on ameni� es would be in addi� on to those 
off ered by the LIPOA, and would not compete with 
any of their parks, or allow public access to the lake. 
The Village’s involvement into these specifi c areas 
allows the community to see grant funding to help 
off set the cost of the project. As a private en� ty, 
the LIPOA is not eligible to seek most of the funding 
opportuni� es available to the Village.

 As for the lake, sediment and silta� on are major 
issues. The most recent large-scale dredging ac� vity 
occurred in the late 1990s before the Village was 
incorporated. The overall impact on water quality 
from con� nued sediment infl ows from upstream 
and invasive aqua� c species, such as Eurasian milfoil 
and zebra mussels, has reached a � pping point 
where addi� onal lake management measures are 
both desired and needed.

Q. Will this make the lake public?
A. According to the Michigan Lakes and Streams As-

socia� on, Lake Isabella is considered public water, 
but it has no public access points. Only members of 
LIPOA may use the boat launch sites. The public can 
only access the lake by canoeing, kayaking, paddle 
boarding or boa� ng upriver. 

 Approving the proposal will not change the restric-
� ve nature of the LIPOA parks. Only members of 
LIPOA will s� ll be able to use the parks.

Q. Can I be certain funds will be used as intended?
A. This funding for these projects requires the con-

sent of the community in the form of a public bond 
issue. The ballot wording restricts the use of the 
funds. The funds may not legally be used for any 
purpose outside of the limited scope approved by 
the voters.

2022 Elec� on Informa� on Bond Proposal FAQ



Thank You Fireworks Supporters!

The Village would like to acknowledge and thank everyone who donated towards this year’s 
sucessful Independence Day weekend fi reworks show, THANK YOU!

Sharon & Al Smith
Carol Shannon
Angela & Mark Schofi eld
Ardith & Bob Gloden
Ben & Sissy Drake
Bernard & Marcy Baldwin
Bill & Arlene Dunham
Bill & Brenda Lipar
Bruce & Cindy Torgerson
Elizabeth Miller & 

Bruce LaPointe
Carla Gill
Charles & Jane Kiel
Cur� s & Mary Ann Whitmore
Dan & Barb Early
Dave & Denise Torgerson
Dave & Kathy Shoemaker
Dave & Margie Swayze
Dave McGrath & Dawn Duffi  eld
Dave & Donna Hinks
Deb Warners
Doug & Elizabeth Pra� 
Duane & Jean Belding
Gene & Margie Brownson
Gary & Cheryl Lear
George & Barb Dunn
Gerald & Geraldine Bierschbach
Howard Lancaster
Howard Slasor & 

Chris� ne Reeves
Jim & Amy Ervin
James & Diane Dami� o
Jane Wilsher
Janet Lein
Janet Lewis

Janet Suriano
Jeanne� e Burssow
Jim & Sandy Kenney
John & Gladys Schneider
Kelley Soeltner
Jeanna Perry
John & Mary Haas
John & Melanie Boyd
John & Nancy Black
John Duaff enbach & 

Janice Pa� erson
Joyce & Dick Swan
Kathy Picklo
Kert & Cheri Cartwright
Larry & Mary Cross
Larry & Sue Hiither
Leo & Marilyn Wickert
Lyle & Sue Trudell
Mark & Krista Brickner
Mark & Terrie Zitzelsberger
Marylou Shilling
Mel & Faye Souders
Michael & Kelley Cone
Michael Morris
Michael & Nancy Spendlove
Nancy Flaugher
Nancy Tilmann
Paul & Sharon Cueny
James & Cheryl St. Louis
Richard & Brenda Donley
Richard & Guylyn Schelke
Roger & Patricia Partlo
Ron & Michelle Ba�  ce
Steve & Be� y Schumacher
Sue Pruess

Li� le Flower Barn
Out-a-Bounds
Rowe PSC
LIPOA

The Pines Golf Course
VanderVelde Sales & Service
Lake Isabella Landscape & Construc� on

Terry & Gina Catrell
Terry & Sandra Wozniak
Bev Pillar
Tom & Mary Henson
Walk & Donna Kravens
William & Joy Beeckman
William & Margaret Groves
Virginia West
Tim & Erika Wolff 
Ma�  & Lori Brickner
Marty & Roshelle Howe
Phyllis & William Sco� 
Milan & Be� y Robison
Glen & Karen Williams
Gary & Mary Johnson
Gary & Joyce Horton
Michael & Kathleen Swirtz
Tim & Michele Brannan
Larry & Suzanne Latham
Julie Ann & Joseph Fitzsimmons
Jerry & Cheryl Gibson
The De Saegher’s
John & Sue Foote
Richard & Barbara Cur� ss
Darcy Hovey
Ma�  & Mandy Caterino
Gregory & Susan Eardley
Marianne Clone

No� awa-Sherman Twps. 
Fire Department

Deerfi eld Twp. 
Fire Department

Isabella County 
Sheriff ’s Department

Sheriff  Patrol Millage
Ballot Language

Recrea� on Improvements Proposal
Ballot Language

Shall the Village of Lake Isabella levy a new, addi� on-
al millage of up to 0.33 mills ($0.33 per thousand 
dollars of taxable value) for a period of 3 years (2023 
through 2025, inclusive) for the purpose of funding 
law enforcement and road patrol services in the 
Village by the Isabella County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, which 
is es� mated to raise $32,075 in the fi rst year of the 
levy, and shall the Village of Lake Isabella be autho-
rized to levy said millage?

Shall the Village of Lake Isabella, Isabella County, 
Michigan, borrow the principal amount of not to ex-
ceed $2,280,000 and issue its general obliga� on un-
limited tax bonds for all or a por� on of that amount 
in one or more series payable over not to exceed 
eleven years from the date of issue of each series for 
the purpose of designing, acquiring and construc� ng 
recrea� on improvements, including, without limita-
� on, non-motorized trails, a dog park, and dredging 
and other improvements to Lake Isabella, together 
with all work and equipment necessary or incidental 
to these improvements, and other recrea� on im-
provements determined by the Village?

The es� mated millage to be levied in the fi rst year of 
levy is 2.7452 mills ($2.75 for each $1,000 of taxable 
value) and the es� mated simple average annual 
millage rate required to re� re the bonds is 2.75 mills 
($2.75 for each $1,000 of taxable value).

Did you know that you can watch Village Council and Planning Commission mee� ngs live online? The Village 
began streaming mee� ngs and linking to the most recent mee� ngs on our website earlier this year. 

The streaming op� on will appear as a no� ce on the front page of our website. Mee� ngs are streamed as a 
webinar through the Zoom pla� orm. The most recent recordings are also available to be streamed via our You-
Tube channel from the Mee� ng Minutes page on our website.

For more informa� on, please 
visit our website at:
lakeisabellami.org

This year’s General Elec� on will be held on 
November 8th. Registered voters in the Village 

of Lake Isabella will be vo� ng at their respec� ve 
Township Hall.  

Polls are open from 7 AM un� l 8 PM.


