
Conservation practic-
es are increasing across 
Minnesota to protect 
the land and waters, 
and those leading the 
efforts on their land were 
recently recognized at the 
state level.  Church Lake 
Farm of Pennock was 
honored as outstanding 
conservationists at the 
annual meeting of the 
Minnesota Association of 
Soil and Water Conser-
vation Districts (MAS-
WCD). They were select-
ed by the Kandiyohi Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) for the 
award.  Each year, the 
state’s SWCDs recognize 
individuals and orga-
nizations for outstand-
ing accomplishments 
in implementing con-
servation practices and 
improving Minnesota’s 
natural resources. The 
award program is done 
with support from The 
Farmer magazine.

Church Lake Farm was 
recognized for using a 
wide variety of conser-
vation practices on their 
farm, said SWCD District 
Technical Coordinator, 
Ryan Peterson.  Church 
Lake Farm has con-
structed water and sedi-
ment control basins to 
help manage water run-
off and control erosion 
on their land.   They pri-
marily grow alfalfa and 

are use cover crops along 
with conservation plant-
ings to help protect their 
soils from eroding year-
round.  A variety of wild-
life and pollinators also 
benefit from the native 
buffers installed to help 
filter and keep water 
clean.  Solar panels, irri-
gation water manage-
ment, wetland restora-
tions, and nutrient and 
pest management are 
some additional exam-
ples of Church Lake Farm 
conservation efforts.

“We’re really proud of 
Church Lake Farm and 
what they have done for 

conservation in Kan-
diyohi County,” said 
Peterson.  “Church Lake 
Farm provides a won-
derful example of how 
conservation can be suc-
cessfully implemented 
using modern technol-
ogy and farming prac-
tices. They are excellent 
stewards of the land and 
great models for future 
conservationists”.

For more informa-
tion on conservations 
programs, contact Ryan 
Peterson at the Kan-
diyohi SWCD, phone  
320-235-3540.

Local Conservationists Honored at  
State Soil and Water Conservation District Convention
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Eddie Rasmussen “proudly showing his Big Blue Stem, Switchgrass and Indian 
Grasses” near East Solomon Lake, Circa 1980.

SWCD Flashback

Kandiyohi SWCD 
Board Supervisors: 
Donnel Williamson, 
Chairman District 2
Jane Youngkrantz,  
Vice Chairman District 4
Vacant, Secretary District 1
Brandon Smith, Treasurer 
District 5
Doug Hanson, Public 
Relations and Information 
District 3

Kandiyohi SWCD 
Staff:
Margaret Johnson, District 
Manager
Ryan Peterson, District 
Technical Coordinator 
Ellie Faber, Conservation 
Technician 
Sandy Laumer, Office 
Manager

Natural Resources 
Conservation 
Service (NRCS) 
Staff:
Melanie Dickman, District 
Conservationist 
Rick Gronseth, Civil 
Engineer Technician 

Pheasants Forever: 
Aaron Wilson, Farm Bill 
Biologist II

Out with the Old, In with the New!
The Kandiyohi SWCD has upgraded to a NEW website!  

Be sure to check out all the local conservation information at www.kandiyohiswcd.org

Clean drinking water 
is a concern in many 
regions, including the 
Bonanza Valley Ground-
water Protection Area of 
northern Kandiyohi and 
surrounding counties.  
The Kandiyohi Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict is excited to partner 
with Goat Ridge Brewing 
Company to provide free 
nitrate testing of your 
drinking water.  On April 
20th, stop by Goat Ridge 
Brewery with your tap 
water sample.  Provide 1 
cup of tap water (after the 
tap has run for a minute 
or more) in a clean plas-
tic or glass container.  
SWCD staff will be “live 

testing” water samples 
with immediate results 
and providing drink-
ing water health infor-
mation and water test-
ing advice from 3-7pm 
at the Brewery in New 
London.  Samples can 
also be dropped off in a 
cooler from 8am to 3pm, 
if you can’t make it from 

3-7pm, please label you 
sample with your name 
and phone number.  In 
addition to the April 20th 
event, SWCD staff will be 
testing for nitrates at the 
Earth Day Celebration at 
Prairie Woods Environ-
mental Learning Center 
from 8am-1pm on Sat-
urday April 22nd.

Free Drinking Water Testing for 
nitrates on Earth Day (April 20th)

To a dedicated conservationist 
Ron Dilley 1955-2023

Kandiyohi SWCD 
Board Supervisor 2012 
– 2023 & Outstanding 
Conservationist Award 

Recipient - 2011

KANDIYOHI
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT



2   |   NEWSLETTER   |   Saturday, February 18, 2023   |   west central tribune, willmar, Minn.�  wctrib.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Water doesn’t follow 
political boundaries, 
it follows a hydrologic 
boundary, running off 
the land surface and 
into creeks, ditches, 
rivers, through wet-
lands, and lakes, and 
with outlets to bigger 
and bigger rivers or 
lakes. 

Each of these areas 
are called a water-
shed. Which provides 
an inherent challenge 
for those of us man-
aging the water or the 
pollution ending up in 
those waters. Kandiyohi 
County has four major 
watersheds, Chippewa 
River, North Fork Crow 
River, Hawk Creek, and 
South Fork Crow River. 

Each major watershed 
requires different man-
agement techniques 
and strategies depend-
ing on the level of need 
and priority, land use 
characteristics, soils, 
water quality, and water 
quantity. 

Historically coun-
ties planned water 
on a county boundary 
scale, the science in 
management is tied to 
the hydrologic bound-
ary. Minnesota Statute 
103B.801 allows local 
government to develop 
implementation plans 
based on these hydro-
logic boundaries (major 
watershed boundaries). 
This program is called 
One Watershed One 

Plan. This is the next 
step in the development 
of water planning in 
Minnesota.

Each plan will have a 
series of implementa-
tion strategies focusing 
on priority resources, 
targeting projects with-
in those priority areas 
that can show measur-
able results. 

Because District fund-
ing is limited, prioritiz-
ing project location and 
project type will help 
make meaningful prog-
ress towards the goal of 
resource protection and 
improvement. 

For questions, 
please contact us at  
320-235-3540 ext. 3.

One Watershed One Plan 

Are you looking for 
help on managing your 
native grasslands/prai-
ries? There are several 
management activities 
to chose from, but they 
are not all created equal. 
Having a management 
goal will help you chose 
the appropriate activity. 
Are you needing to control 
woody vegetation, inva-

sive cool season grasses, 
or are you attempting to 
increase the diversity of 
the native wild flowers 
within your prairie? This 
7-part grassland habitat 
management video series 
discusses topics like 
woody vegetation con-
trol, mowing, grazing, 
light disking, prescribed 
fire, and Canada this-

tle. To access the video 
series, scan the QR code.

The Kandiyohi Soil 
and Water Conserva-
tion District is excited 
to announce that Kan-
diyohi County lakes and 
rivers are now officially 
part of the grassroots 
Keep It Clean MN con-
servation program.  The 
sport of ice fishing is 
booming! And thanks 
to better technology, 
better equipment, and 
wheelhouses, it’s now 
more comfortable than 
ever to stay on the ice 
for extended periods.

As a result, our area 
lakes have seen a dra-
matic increase in win-
ter activity. With the 
increased activity has 
come more pressure on 
the natural resources, 
including an increase in 
the amount of garbage 
and human waste left 
on the ice.

Although it’s excit-
ing to see more people 
enjoying the sport of ice 
fishing, the removal and 
safe disposal of garbage 
and human waste from 
frozen lakes is reaching 
unmanageable propor-
tions. To help address 
these issues, Keep It 

Clean MN promotes 5 
principles to help stop 
litter and human waste 
from spoiling our lakes, 
rivers, and shorelines:

Make a plan for trash 
and waste removal 
before you arrive.

Whether you access 
the ice from a public 
or private entrance, 
plan to take off the ice 
what you put on to it. 
Many access points and 
resorts offer garbage 
collection services. If 
your site doesn’t, make 
a plan to transport it 
home for disposal.

Use colored  
garbage bags.

Brightly colored bags 
or black bags are easier 
to spot making it less 
likely trash will 	
inadvertently be left 
behind.

Keep garbage and 
human waste off  
the ice.

Store it in your vehi-
cle, trailer, or fish 
house. Make sure it’s 
secure before traveling 
so that it  doesn’t blow 
out of truck beds or off 

trailers and sleds.

Check for trash  
before departing.

Make sure that you 
have picked up any gar-
bage in your area. And 
if you notice someone 
else has left something 
behind, please take a 
moment to pick it up 
and bring it with you.

Allow time and bring 
the tools you need to 
move or remove your 
fish house.

Take support blocks, 
insulation, landscaping 
fabric, wood, and other 
materials with you and 
properly dispose of 
them.

It takes all of us 
working together to 
Keep It Clean! Thank 
you for doing your part 
to ensure the health of 
our lakes and rivers.  
The Kandiyohi SWCD 
invites you to join us 
in increasing aware-
ness and taking steps 
to bring about mean-
ingful change.  For 
more information or 
promotional items call 
the Kandiyohi SWCD at 
320-235-3540.

Grassland Management Series

Kandiyohi Lakes and Rivers 
Join Keep It Clean MN

In order to encour-
age landowners and 
farmers to become cer-
tified to promote and 
implement appropriate 
water quality practices 
on their farm, the Kan-
diyohi County SWCD 
has partnered with the 
Minnesota Ag Water 
Quality Certification 
Program (MAWQCP).

The MAWQCP’s main 
goal is to conserve our 
water quality within 
MN’s agricultural lands 
by working with farm-
ers and landowners to 
be better stewards of 
the land. 

Why would this 
benefit your farm? 

Farmers and land-
owners will receive a 
special sign that can 
be placed at the loca-

tion of their business to 
show other locals that 
their business is doing 
the best they can do for 
water quality manage-
ment. 

Certified farmers 
will become a prior-
ity for assistance. When 
a farmer/landowner 
becomes certified, they 
are eligible for financial 
assistance and techni-
cal services to do water 
quality improvement 
projects on their farm/
land. Some practices 
that have been installed 
are grass waterways, 
cover crops, nutrient 
management, buffers, 
water and sediment 
control basins and con-
servation tillage. 

The certified farmer/
landowner will gain 
regulatory certainty. 

The landowner/farmer 
will be deemed compli-
ant for at least 10 years 
with any upcoming new 
water quality rules and 
regulations. 

Kandiyohi County 
currently is climbing 
rapidly in certifica-
tions numbers, and we 
are always looking for 
more! Not sure if you 
want to be certified, but 
you want to go through 
the process to find 
out? No problem! For 
just going through the 
process, farmers have 
access to MN Dept of Ag 
funds for specific con-
servation practices on 
the farm. 

For questions and/or 
an application to sign 
up; please contact the 
Kandiyohi SWCD.

Do you like to keep track of 
the rain fall in your area? For 
many years, the Kandiyohi SWCD 
has been collecting rain fall data 
from local members of our com-
munity. The information collect-
ed goes to the state climatology 
office, then the state will publish 
monthly precipitation records of 
the entire state of Minnesota. 
When you sign up for this pro-
gram, the Kandiyohi SWCD will 
provide you a rain gauge to place 
in your yard, and you will oversee 
collecting the data and providing 
it to us. The Kandiyohi SWCD is 
looking for rain gauge monitors 
in the areas of Burbank, Colfax, 
Roseville, Harrison, Gennessee, 
Lake Elizabeth, Fahlun, White-
field, Kandiyohi, Edwards, Green 
Lake & Dovre Townships. We only 
need a select number of monitors, 
so if this is something you would 
like to do, and you are in the 
areas listed, please call us as soon  
as possible. 

Minnesota Ag Water  
Quality Certification Program:

Kandiyohi County’s Volunteer  
Rain Gauge Reader’s
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A rain barrel is a large 
container that collects 
and stores rainwater 
from roofs and down 
spouts. You can store 
and use this water when 
needed for watering 
lawns, gardens, house 
plants, outdoor cleaning 
use, etc. Rain barrels 
are a great way to lower 
your water bill and use 
reusable resources as 
well as do your part in 
keeping your local lakes 
and streams clean. 
When it rains, polluted 
storm water often pours 
directly into our rivers 

and streams from our 
dirty streets and parking 
lots. This will add extra 
nutrients like phos-
phorous to our waters, 
causing algal blooms to 
occur. Overall, using a 
ran barrel is a great way 
to decrease your house 
holds impact on local 
watersheds. 

The Kandiyohi SWCD 
is currently selling Rain 
Barrels for $75.00. If 
you are interested in 
purchasing one, please 
call or stop into the 
office. 

What is a Rain Barrel and  
Why are they Useful?

Cost Share for Conservation

The Kandiyohi Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) invites the 
5th and 6th graders of the county to 
participate in a conservation poster 
contest every spring. Each year has 
a different theme with curriculum 
available for teachers. The posters 
are judged by the Kandiyohi SWCD 
staff and board. The top three win-
ners receive a cash prize of $30, $20 
and $10. These three winners will 
also be placed in the Area 2 contest 
which they will be competing against 
several other counties for a prize. 
New this year, the Kandiyohi SWCD 
decided to extend the contest to 7th 
& 8th graders and keep this contest 
at a local level for more opportunity 
to the students. 

The 2022 Poster Contest Win-
ner was Jocelyn, a 5th grader from 
Mrs. Michelson’s Class at Kennedy 
Elementary School in Willmar. Her 
enthusiasm and creativity for this 
contest showed greatly through her 
artwork. 

If you are a parent of a student 
in one of the appropriate grades, be 

sure to let their teacher know of this 
fun opportunity.  If you are a teacher 
who would like to include this activ-
ity into their lesson plan, contact 
SWCD staff for further information.

Kandiyohi SWCD  
Conservation Poster Contest

Water Testing Kits Available: 

Dollar Caps per 
contract

Length 
(yrs) Common items in Kandiyohi Contracts

CSP $200,000 5 Practices and enhancements like nutrient and pest 
management, plus land use payments.

EQIP $450,000 1-3 Structural practices such as sediment basins and 
waterways

Management practices like strip till and cover crops

Miscellaneous practices for setting up grazing 
systems, high tunnels and Red Cedar or Buckthorn 
removal.

RCPP Depends on 
partner

Depends Irrigation system upgrades, Cover crops, and no-till.

Interested in Conservation Stewardship Program, Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program and Regional Conservation Partnership Program? What are the differences?

The Kandiyohi 
SWCD will have a 
scholarship oppor-
tunity for High 
School graduates in 
Kandiyohi County 
who plan to pursue 
a college degree in 
Natural Resources, 

Environmental Sci-
ence, or other sim-
ilar degrees. For 
more information 
on the scholarship, 
check out our Web-
site, Facebook Page 
or give us a call.  

Kandiyohi SWCD has 
partnered with RMB 
Environmental Labora-
tories to provide a con-
venient location for the 
public to access water 
testing services. Pick up 
a water test kit at the 
Kandiyohi SWCD office 
on 1005 High Ave NE, 
Willmar, MN 56201. 

Once you have your 
kit, provide them your 
water sample, fill out 
the information slip and 
send the box via mail 
that day. For questions, 
be sure to contact Kan-
diyohi SWCD or RMB 
Environmental Labora-
tories directly. 

2023 Kandiyohi  
SWCD Scholarship Opportunity 

The Kandiyohi SWCD 
has cost share funding 
available of up to 75% to 
implement conservation 
projects on your land. 
Practices include, Water 
and Sediment Control 

Structures, cover crops, 
no till/strip till, rain gar-
dens, pollinator plant-
ings, Natural Shoreline 
Stabilization, Well Seal-
ings, Manure Pit Clo-
sures, and so much more! 

Give us a call to chat with 
staff regarding your con-
servation needs, and we 
will do whatever we can 
to help achieve your con-
servation goals.

The Kandiyohi SWCD’s 
annual tree sale has offi-
cially begun. We sell a 
variety of Tree’s and 
Shrubs that will fit your 
conservation needs.  To 

purchase bundles of bar-
eroot trees, please place 
your order by using our 
order form. You can find 
that on our website or 
stop in to pick one up 

in our office. Looking for 
tree planting and fabric 
services? We can help 
with that too! To begin 
your tree planting plans, 
please contact staff. 

The Kandiyo-
hi SWCD provides 
native grass and flow-
er mixtures for sale.  

Conservation mixes 
available for CRP plant-
ings, Raingardens, Pol-
linator habitat, etc.

Conservation Trees for Sale 

Native Grass & Flower 
Seed for Sale 

This map provides an overall view of the kinds of practices that were 
implemented in Kandiyohi County in 2022. The District provides technical 
and financial assistance for many different types of conservation practices. 
Stop in or call if you are interested in conservation on your land.

Kandiyohi SWCD 2022  
Completed Project Map
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Willmar, Minn. — 
Landowners have a new 
option to restore their 
environmentally sensi-
tive cropland with the 
reintroduction of the 
Reinvest In Minnesota 
Wetlands Program (RIM 
Wetlands). Signup for 
RIM Wetlands began 
earlier this month. 
Funding decisions will 
be made via quarterly 
batching periods while 
funds are available.

The most recent RIM 
Wetlands Program 
took place in 2015. RIM 
Wetlands is a volun-
tary statewide program 
designed to improve 
water quality and habi-
tat, which is adminis-
tered by the Minnesota 
Board of Water and Soil 
Resources (BWSR). The 
program aims to pro-

tect and restore habi-
tat on marginal crop-
land across Minnesota 
through wetland res-
toration. The program 
is funded through the 
Outdoor Heritage Fund 
(OHF) and the Clean 
Water Fund (CWF). 

“Wetlands provide 
diverse wildlife habi-
tat and water qual-
ity improvements, and 
restoring and protecting 
them benefits all Min-
nesota citizens,” said 
BWSR Executive Director 
John Jaschke. “Local Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District staff are ready to 
help landowners on con-
servation options that 
work for them.”

Landowners accepted 
into the RIM Wetlands 
Program place their 
land into a permanent 

conservation easement 
through the state’s 
Reinvest in Minnesota 
(RIM) easement pro-
gram. Private ownership 
continues, and the land 
is permanently restored 
and enhanced for water 
quality and habitat ben-
efits.

The Kandiyohi Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District is now accept-
ing applications. Land-
owners wanting to learn 
more should call the 
Kandiyohi SWCD (320) 
235-3540 or stop in the 
office located at 1005 
High Ave NE in Willmar.

More information 
about the RIM Wetlands 
Program can be found 
at https://bwsr.state.
mn.us/rim-wetlands 

Willmar, Minn. — 
Landowners in Minne-
sota have a new option 
to permanently protect, 
enhance and restore 
remnant native prai-
ries with the Reinvest 
In Minnesota Grasslands 
Reserve Program.  The 
RIM Grassland Reserve 
Program offers land-
owners with remnant 
prairie (lands identified 
as never being disturbed 
by tillage or farmed) an 
option to enroll into a 
perpetual conservation 
easement.  Landowners 
accepted into the RIM 
Grasslands program 
enroll their land into a 
permanent conservation 
easement through the 
state’s Reinvest in Min-
nesota (RIM) easement 
program. Private owner-
ship continues, and the 
prairie is permanently 
protected and enhanced 
for habitat benefits.

The RIM Grasslands 
program is a great 
option to protect these 
historically undervalued 
tracts of land which have 
become increasingly rare 

as land clearing equip-
ment has gotten larger 
and less labor intensive.  
In Kandiyohi County, 
over 98% of the original 
native prairie has been 
converted for other uses 
such as development and 
farming.  Some rem-
nant prairie tracts have 
avoided the plow and 
development through 
the past century because 
they were not easily 
accessible, while other 
prairie tracts survived 
because they served as 
pastures.    Whatever the 
reason remnant prai-
ries have survived this 
long, they now face their 
biggest challenges ever 
in the form of invasive 
species and woody veg-
etation encroachment.   
Historically, grazing and 
grassland fires at regular 
intervals has kept prai-
ries clear of most tree 
species while clearing 
the thatch layer, recy-
cling nutrients, and 
keeping prairie plants 
healthy.   

Why protect native 
prairie with RIM Grass-

lands?     Landowners 
are compensated for the 
easement with a one-
time easement pay-
ment rate specific to the 
township.   RIM Grass-
lands also helps plan 
and fund restoration and 
enhancement activities 
that improve habitats 
and functionality of a 
grasslands (prescribed 
burning, conservation 
grazing/haying, con-
trol of invasive species).  
These activities benefit 
many rare and endan-
gered plants, insects, 
birds, reptiles and mam-
mals which are depen-
dent on native prairies.

The Kandiyohi Soil 
and Water Conserva-
tion District is now 
accepting applications. 
Landowners wanting to 
learn more should call 
the Kandiyohi SWCD.  
More information about 
the RIM Wetlands Pro-
gram can be found at 
RIM Grassland Reserve | 
MN Board of Water, Soil 
Resources (state.mn.us)

The Kandiyohi SWCD 
has FUNDING available 
to assist you with seal-
ing your unused wells! 
The funding of you well 
sealing will depend on 
the location. For more 
information, call our 
office to chat with staff. 

Why is it so important 
to seal unused wells? 

Do you own or know 
of an abandoned farm-
stead?   If so, has the 
old abandoned well been 
properly sealed?    No 
matter if you live in a 
small town, farm coun-
try, the woods or even 
a city, there is a pos-
sibility that you could 
have one or more wells 
on your property. Wells 
do not last forever, so 
if a well was the main 
source of water for that 
particular property at 
one time, there is a good 
chance you could have 
multiple wells.  Every 
unused well that is NOT 
properly sealed poses a 
safety, health, and envi-
ronmental threat to the 
family of the property 
and the community. 

Physical Safety: Chil-
dren or small animals 
can easily fall into 
unprotected and open 
wells. Accidents could 
also occur with equip-
ment when they are 

accidently driven over. 
Health & Environ-

ment: An unused well 
can act as a drain which 
allows surface water 
runoff, contaminated 
water or improperly 
disposed waste a direct 
pathway into the drink-
ing water source. When 
this occurs, it can affect 
your current well, your 
neighborhood or your 
community. Consider the 
liability and responsibil-
ity issues if your old well 
is holding contaminants 
that leak into your city 
or communities drinking 
water. It is also recom-
mended to get your cur-
rently used wells tested 

on an annual basis just 
to be sure it is clear of 
contaminants.

Not sure if you have 
an abandon well? Here is 
what to look for: 

Outside
• Low spot or sunken 

area in the ground
• Metal, wood or con-

crete cover or manhole
• Areas that stay wet 

can possibly be caused 
by an unsealed flowing 
well

• Windmill, old shed, 
well house or old pump

Inside 
• Glass block or con-

crete patch in an exterior 
step

• Wells are often 
housed in a small room 
in the basement or under 
exterior concrete steps 

• Pipe sticking out of 
the floor in your base-
ment or a concrete patch 
in the floor where the 
well was located. 

Once you have located 
an abandon well, give 
your local licensed well 
and boring contractor a 
call to get a quote and 
call the SWCD for fund-
ing options. Questions? 
Don’t hesitate to call the 
SWCD or go online to 
the MN Department of 
Health for more infor-
mation on Sealing 
Unused Wells. 

Windbreaks are lin-
ear plantings of trees 
and shrubs designed to 
provide environmental 
and community ben-
efits. The main purpose 
of most windbreaks is 
to slow the wind, which 
creates a more benefi-
cial condition for soils, 
crops, livestock, wildlife, 
and people. Windbreaks 
can be designed to serve 
more then one purpose 
at a time. The location, 
orientation to the wind, 
height, width, density, 
and species selection all 
play a roll in determin-
ing the benefits of what 
that windbreak could 
provide. 

There are several types 
of Windbreaks that serve 
purposes:

• Field Windbreaks 
protect wind sensi-
tive crops, control soil 
erosion, increase crop 
yields and increase bee 
pollination, irrigation, 

and pesticide effective-
ness. Field Windbreaks 
can also be designed 
to spread snow evenly 
across a field, which 
will increase spring soil 
moisture. 

• Livestock windbreaks 
help reduce stress and 
morality from cold 
weather, animal stress 
and feed consumption. 
They also reduce noise 
and odor from livestock. 

• Living Snow fences 
can help reduce drift-
ing snow on roads which 
increases driver safety. 

• Farmstead Wind-
breaks help reduce heat-

ing costs in buildings 
and improve outdoor 
working conditions. 

When designing any 
type of windbreak, you 
can select species types 
that are good for wildlife 
and pollinators, such as 
fruit-bearing trees and 
shrubs. 

If you are considering 
planning a windbreak 
for your property, come 
talk to the staff at the 
Kandiyohi SWCD. We can 
assist you with design, 
species selection, pur-
chase of trees, planting 
the trees and potential 
cost share assistance. 

2022 was a busy year 
for CRP in Kandiyo-
hi County, with near-
ly 300 contracts up for 
re-enrollment.  Fortu-
nately, the options for 
re-enrollment and new 
enrollment are plen-
ty and the rental rates 
have been up.  Sign-
up options included 
the General, Continu-
ous, and Grasslands.  In 
Kandiyohi County, 96% 
of contracts enrolled 
through the Continu-
ous sign-up.  The aver-
age rental rate for Gen-
eral sign-up contracts 
was $140.50/ac. and 
the average rental rate 
for Continuous sign-up 
contracts was $250/ac.

The Clean Lake 
Estuaries and Rivers 
(CLEAR30)option was 
once again available to 
those re-enrolling con-
tract holders with select 
water quality practices 
like filter strips and wet-
land restorations.  This 
30-year re-enrollment 

option offers a few 
incentives, such as an 
increased rental rate and 
maintenance cost share.  
The average rental rate 
for CLEAR30 contracts 
was $298/ac and has a 
maximum of $380/ac.

The CP38E-Back Forty 
Pheasant Habitat prac-
tices were moved to from 
the General sign-up to 
the Continuous sign-up.  
This made it much eas-
ier for landowners with 
non-hydr ic /wet land 
soils to enroll under the 
Continuous sign-up.  In 
past sign-ups, this prac-
tice was limited to 40 
acres; this cap has been 
doubled to 80 acres.

For those with con-
tracts expiring Sept. 30 
of 2023, please notify 
Kandiyohi Farm Service 
Agency with your inten-
tions on re-enrolling and 
to discuss your options.

If you are interested 
in enrolling new land, 
there is never a bad time 
to start the process.  A 

couple of items that are 
useful to have when 
inquiring about CRP are 
the recorded deed, a FSA 
producer/farm map, or 
at least the FSA Farm# 
and Tract#.  If you don’t 
know the FSA Farm# or 
Tract#, the county tax 
parcel ID can come in 
handy as well.  Remem-
ber, there is a one-year 
ownership requirement 
to enroll land into CRP.

The 2023 Continu-
ous sign-up is currently 
open, more information 
to be released regard-
ing the General sign-up 
soon.  It is also expected 
that there will be a CRP 
Grasslands sign-up as 
well.

For CRP related ques-
tions, please contact 
Kandiyohi Co. FSA at 
(320) 235-3540, x2 or 
Pheasants Forever Farm 
Bill Biologist, Aaron Wil-
son at (320) 235-3540, 
x125.

RIM Wetlands Sign-Up Underway 

RIM Grassland Reserve Program

Well Sealing & Abandoned Wells: 
Funding Available! 

Windbreaks: Why are  
they so important?

Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Update
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