
1 book per day for 3 years = 1095 Books
10 books per week for 2 years = 1040 Books

3 books per day for 1 year = 1095 Books

To promote reading to newborns, infants, & toddlers.
To promote bonding through parent & child reading. 

To promote life-long readers.

How to start
1. You can start today! Begin by reading with your child. 
2. Chart how many books you read using paper logs, the


free app Beanstack, or both. Look for the QR code on

the bottom of this sheet for a link to Beanstack.

3. When you finish reading 1,000 books with your child,

visit your library to claim your certificate and prize! 

But be sure to visit during major milestones too!

GOALS of the challenge

How To Read
1 ,000 Books
Before KindergartenBefore Kindergarten



1,000 Books

Frequently Asked Questions
This is for those who have not started Kindergarten.
Reading the same book counts each time it's read.
Any books read at school, at a library program, or
any reading event count! Audiobooks count too!
It can take a few months to a few years to finish.

Family reading counts. In fact, highly encouraged!
You need to keep your log of your reading so that

you know when you hit 1,000! But be sure to stop in
when you pass major milestones too!

Beanstack offers a digital way to track your books.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

7.

What is it?

Download the

This reading program encourages all Henry County

residents to read 1,000 books with their young children


before they begin kindergarten. If your reader is about to

begin kindergarten, this may not be the program for you. 

Why do it?
Studies have shown that families who start reading aloud
to their children at birth help to strengthen their language
skills and build their vocabulary - two important tools for
beginning to learn to read when they enter kindergarten.

app to log Reading

print the following
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When you get to a number in

the      shape, stop by 
the library for a prize! 
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www.henrylibraries.org

Read together every day as part of a routine: 
Babies and toddlers benefit from routine in many ways. They know


what to expect as they recognize a pattern. They pick up on the

signal words you use for transitions even if they can't say them yet.

Just like everything with babies and toddlers, if they're not having it


at the moment, try again a little later. Reading should be fun!
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Comprehension skills can begin being built early: 
Try giving a name to everything you and baby sees. Point or touch

named items as you see them in a book you're reading. Show and


tell: 'Daddy sees a bird. There is the bird.' You can add color as

well: 'Daddy sees a red bird. There is the red bird.' Once familiar,

ask for the item: 'Where is the bird?' or 'Where is the red bird?'
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Go at their pace: 
Some little ones begin babbling away, while

others take their time. Offering books opens

up a wide-range of vocabulary that may not

come up in casual conversation. Repetition

(such as reading favorite a book over and over

again) actually helps to develop language!



601 602 603 604 605 606 607 608 609 610

611 612 613 614 615 616 617 618 619 620
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631 632 633 634 635 636 637 638 639 640

641 642 643 644 645 646 647 648 649 650

651 652 653 654 655 656 657 658 659 660

661 662 663 664 665 666 667 668 669 670
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691 692 693 694 695 696 697 698 699 700
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791 792 793 794 795 796 797 798 799 800
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721 722 723 724 725 726 727 728 729 730
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Point out printed words when you see them: 
Children are very curious and observant. If you see a simple


word they understand, perhaps on a poster or sign, point it out

and say it. Once your little one recognizes some words,


challenge him or her to find a word they know while on an

outing. This encourages reading for information at an early age!
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871 872 873 874 875 876 877 878 879 880
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891 892 893 894 895 896 897 898 899 900
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951 952 953 954 955 956 957 958 959 960
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981 982 983 984 985 986 987 988 989 990

991 992 993 994 995 996 997 998 999

www.henrylibraries.org

 Why this challenge is important for future literacy
The brain develops rapidly during the first three years of life. Babies and toddlers collect all

the language spoken and read during that time. They also learn grammar rules and social

conventions through hearing and observation. A book a day paves the way. By completing


this challenge, you have already given your child a great foundation for a successful literary

future! Keep up the good work and continue that love of reading and learning! 


