
The Six Mile Creek Halsted Bay (SMCHB) Subwatershed 

The MCWD Board of Managers adopted the Six Mile 
Creek-Halsted Bay (SMCHB) subwatershed as a priority 
area because of its abundant natural resources, its 
location as the watershed’s headwaters, and rapid 
development within the area. 

SMCHB is a highly interconnected natural system. The 27-
square-mile area drains into Six Mile Creek through 17 
lakes and hundreds of acres of wetlands before emptying 
into Halsted Bay – the most degraded bay on Lake 
Minnetonka. Issues facing this system include degraded 
wetlands, high carp density, and changing land use.

MCWD is working to achieve significant, lasting water 
resource improvements while integrating our work with 
community partners to support park and open space 
planning, economic development and growth, and 
preservation of community assets. 
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PRECEDENT IMAGERY

“NATURE PLAY” 
Accessible, inclusive, multi-generational, full-sensory, 

open-ended, user-driven, authentic and site specific
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A - Prairie - Driveway/Rainwater Treatment/Knoll:
Zone Goals: 
•	 Improve infiltration
•	 Restore Diverse prairie/savanna plant community that supports bird and pollinator habitat
•	 Remove all invasive species in Uplands up to 95%
Restoration Actions:
•	 Remove all herbaceous vegetation with two-three herbicide treatments
•	 Burn all vegetation material off site prior to grading work and other activities
•	 Seed and plant the restoration area with diverse savanna/mesic prairie seed mix
•	 Enhance wetland buffers by removing reed canary in area around rainwater treatment
•	 Provide native shrub/tree screen for homes west of restoration area

B - Oak Savanna - Nature Play/Shelter/Bluff/The Clearing: 
Zone Goals: 
•	 Open viewshed over the lake
•	 Enhance understory light percentages to support diverse savanna plant community
•	 Reuse materials in nature play (seating, fort building, Mountain climb etc)
Restoration Actions:
•	 Remove 100% boxelder, buckthorn, honeysuckle, ash
•	 Remove 90% cherry, red cedar, basswood <12-15” DBH
•	 Remove/Thin 40% Oak trees <10” DBH as directed by LA/Landscape Ecologist 

C - Wet Meadow Edges:
Zone Goals: 
•	 Open understory plant communities to available light
•	 Remove all invasive non-native and native trees to enhance establishment of mesic wet meadow up to cattails
•	 Restore native plant community to more diverse habitat that will support pollinator habitat (rusty patch bumble-

bee etc), increase infiltration and provide a buffer along the shoreline that will help with shoreline stabilization 
and reduce erosion

Restoration Actions:
•	 Remove all boxelder and ash trees-all class sizes
•	 Remove 50% hackberry, cherry, basswood under 12-15” DBH
•	 Trim/Prune/Thin oaks and deadwood (winter only/Jan/Feb)
•	 Remove all buckthorn (winter cut large material, foliar treatment/forestry mow re-sprouts)
•	 Reseed with mesic meadow seed mix

D - Cutbank Stabiliation - Lower Stream: 
Zone Goals:
•	 Remove select trees to support vegetative growth and access for restoration practices
•	 Enhance understory light percentages to support diverse savanna plant community
•	 Reduce sediment mobility by stabilizing bank 15’ each side of creek where cutbanks are present
•	 Establish stabilizing vegetation in area impacted by stabilization
•	 Create Screen towards homes on east side (willow, dogwood, highbush etc)
Restoration Actions:
•	 Remove 100% boxelder, buckthorn, honeysuckle, ash within 15’ of channel on each side
•	 Regrade and stabilize where cutbank erosion is visible
•	 Create one backwater pool for infiltration and sediment reduction
•	 Add three wood/rock vanes to control channel migration

E - Woodland Buffer: 
Zone Goals: 
•	 Manage invasive species
•	 Retain an adaquate woodland buffer to neighboring parcels
Restoration Actions:
•	 Manage invasive buckthorn and other species as needed

F - Oak Savanna - N. Peninsula/Island: 
Zone Goals: 
•	 Open understory plant communities to available light
•	 Remove all invasive non-native and native trees to enhance establishment of understory savanna
•	 Restore native plant community to more diverse habitat that will support pollinator habitat (rusty patch bumble-

bee etc), increase infiltration and provide a buffer along the shoreline that will help with shoreline stabilization 
and reduce erosion

Restoration Actions:
•	 Remove all boxelder and ash trees-all class sizes
•	 Remove 50% hackberry, cherry, basswood under 12-15” DBH
•	 Trim/Prune oaks and deadwood (winter only/Jan/Feb)
•	 Remove all buckthorn from north side (winter cut large material, foliar treatment/forestry mow re-sprouts)
•	 50% reduction in cattails in select location along potential boardwalk and trail entry locations
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