
CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE 
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
ORDINANCE NO.  373  

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 42, PARKS AND 
RECREATION, SECTION 42-2, DOCK SPACE LICENSE 
REQUIREMENT; SECTION 42-6, THE INSTALLATION OF DOCKS OR 
MOORINGS; RULES REGARDING THE USE OF DOCK SPACE; 
SECTION 42-16, SPORTS/TENNIS TAGS; SECTION 42-18, SPECIAL 
EVENTS, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH NEW REGULATIONS RELATING 
TO THE SHARING OF DOCK SPACES, TO CLARIFY THE DEFINITION 
OF SMALL WATERCRAFT, TO ADDRESS PICKLEBALL USES, AND TO 
CHANGE THE REFERENCE FROM SPECIAL EVENTS TO 
COMMUNITY EVENTS AND IMPOSE CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SAME. 

 
THE CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Ordinance. 

That Chapter 42, Parks and Recreation, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 42-1. - Regulation of recreational use by council resolution.  

Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, regulations and use fees for the use of the public 
recreation facilities of Sylvan Lake shall be established by city council resolution. Any violation 
of such regulations or use of the City's recreational facilities without paying the appropriate and 
established fees shall be unlawful and a violation of this Code.  

Sec. 42-2. – Dock space license requirement.  

For the purposes of this ordinance, a watercraft is defined as a boat or vessel, generally with a 
motor, that is required to have a State of Michigan registration and a required MC decal 
permanently affixed to it. 

A small watercraft is defined as a kayak, canoe, pedal boat, or small sailboat that does not require 
State of Michigan registration or MC decal. 

(a) No person shall construct, maintain, or use any mooring, dock or dock space extending into 
the waters of Sylvan Lake from the riparian lands between Sylvan Lake and the adjacent 
public roads within the City of Sylvan Lake or from any city park or public area without first 
applying for and obtaining a boat dock space license (boat dock license) under the provisions 
of this Chapter.  

(b) The licensing period for boat dock spaces shall be the calendar year.  Applications for licenses 
shall be received by the city manager on and after January 1 of each year. Returning applicants 
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must return their completed application, supporting documentation and applicable fee at one 
time by March 1. All applications for licenses shall be on a form supplied by the City.  

(c)  The city manager shall review all applications and shall issue licenses only if the proposed 
use, location, and construction specifications are consistent with the public safety and in 
accordance with regulations pertaining to dock usage provided herein.  

(d)  All licenses shall be revocable by the city manager at any time and shall be expressly 
conditioned upon compliance with the rules and regulations provided herein. The City shall 
have full and sole discretion with regard to the issuance of any license and/or the assignment 
of any specific dock to any applicant.  

(e)  The City shall charge a non-refundable dock application fee pursuant to the schedule adopted 
by city council resolution from time to time, and will include a park tag, launch key, and sports 
tag, as well as one watercraft launch sticker, or one small watercraft sticker, depending on the 
watercraft registered for the dock space. All fees received from applicants by the City shall be 
used to defray the payment of property taxes, policing, and administrative costs, and to 
maintain the recreational facility, water, and waterfront.  

(f)  The license granted is for the sole use of the licensee. The licensee must construct or install a 
dock or mooring for a watercraft or small watercraft belonging to the licensee. At least one 
watercraft or small watercraft docked or moored must be solely owned by the licensee of that 
space. If the licensee intends to share the dock space with another resident owning a  
watercraft, the licensee must have one watercraft (not small watercraft) registered and 
docked/moored in their dock space.  The licensee shall provide proof of ownership to the City 
by presentation of a current original watercraft registration as issued to the licensee by the 
State of Michigan, and a description of all small watercraft, and proof of insurance for the 
watercraft. The watercraft must be owned and registered in licensee's name only.  

(g)  Upon successful application and payment of the non-refundable dock application fee, one 
dock license per household will be granted to a qualified returning applicant.  

(h)  Dock spaces that remain unfilled after March 1 (or the additional 14-day period if applicable) 
will be offered to the applicants on the move list, and the wait list following those procedures.  

Sec. 42-3. Through Sec. 42-5  [Unchanged]  

Sec. 42-6. - The installation of docks or moorings; rules regarding the use of dock space.  

(a)  The city manager, or persons appointed by the city manager, may periodically inspect the use 
of dock spaces for compliance with the following:  

(1) No dock, mooring, or watercraft attached to a dock or mooring, shall extend beyond 60 
feet from the edge of the seawall or shoreline. If a longer dock is needed due to shallow 
depth or other circumstances, an appeal may be made to the city manager for a variance.  

(2) There shall be no more than two watercraft per dock space, except as provided in 
paragraph (3) below.  
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(3) Up to two additional small watercraft may be kept in the dock space. Such watercraft 
must be registered to the licensee, approved sharer or another qualified resident as 
outlined in section 42-3 above.  If only one watercraft is kept at the dock space, up to 
three(3) additional small watercraft may be kept at the dock space and may be owned by 
different permanent residents.  At no time shall there be more than four (4) watercraft in 
total, at a dock space.  

(4) The fee for additional small watercraft kept at a dock space is as follows: 

• $5 for each small watercraft if registered to the licensee or approved sharer. 

• $25 if registered to another permanent resident. 

(5) All watercraft docked, moored, or stored in a dock space, or using the boat launch, must 
have a city-issued watercraft sticker permanently affixed to it.  The watercraft sticker 
must be affixed to the appropriate watercraft, which is registered with the city to the 
specific resident.    

(6) The City shall sell two types of watercraft stickers depending on need. Both stickers will 
allow the registered watercraft to be kept at the appropriate dock space. One sticker will 
also allow the use of the boat launch, and a different sticker will be affixed to small 
watercraft described in paragraph (3) above.  

(7) A dock, if installed, shall not be less than two feet in width.  

(8) Under no circumstances shall any portion of the dock, licensee's personal property, or 
any mooring facility be attached to, or rest on, the seawall or any other city property; 
provided, however, that permission may be granted by the city manager to allow a dock 
to rest on the seawall for safety reasons only.  

(9) Licensee shall not construct, install, or allow any dock, mooring, or watercraft to be 
installed outside the confines of the space provided as marked on the seawall by the City 
for them.  However, licensees in adjacent dock spaces may elect to share one dock to 
consolidate space. 

(10) No watercraft shall be moored or docked, and no dock or mooring shall be constructed 
in a way that makes it a hazard to any other property, either public or private.  

(11) Applicants receiving a license to use a dock space must construct or install a boat dock 
or mooring facility and utilize it for docking or mooring watercraft within the licensed 
space on or before June 1 of the license year.  

(12) Licensee shall not lease or sublease any portion of the dock space licensed to them or 
lease or rent any watercraft from any dock space on public property.  

(13) At least one watercraft must be registered solely to the licensee. 

(14) No resident in default to the city for more than $100.00, at the time of application, will 
be granted a dock space license.  
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(b)  For deficiencies related to paragraphs (1) through (9):  

(1) The City shall notify the licensee in writing, sent to the address provided on the 
application, of all deficiencies related to this Chapter.  

(2) Licensee shall have seven calendar days in which to correct the deficiency, and licensee 
shall notify the City of the correction in writing.  

(3) The city manager, or designee, shall determine if licensee has corrected the deficiency. If 
the city manager or designee determines that the resident has failed to make appropriate 
corrections, the city manager shall revoke the licensee's docking privileges. The resident 
may re-apply for a dock space and shall be placed at the end of the waitlist.  

(4) If licensee has not removed all watercraft, docking, and mooring equipment within 48 
hours of revocation notice stated above, the equipment will be removed following the 
provisions for violations related to paragraph (13).  

(c)  For deficiencies related to paragraph (10), failure to comply with this requirement will result 
in immediate forfeiture of license and all fees related to the application and licensing. The city 
will notify licensee of dock space license forfeiture. The vacated space will then be made 
available to the next applicant on the waitlist. The new licensee shall have ten business days, 
following the date of issue of license, to install a boat and dock or mooring facility.  

(d)  For deficiencies related to paragraph (11), if it is determined that licensee has leased or sub-
leased any portion of the dock space to a third party, circumventing the process described in 
this Chapter, or rented or leased watercraft from any dock space, the licensee's dock space 
license shall be immediately revoked and the licensee's priority position on the list is forfeited. 
The licensee and any other resident residing at the same address as the licensee, must wait two 
years before applying to be placed on the waitlist. The city may, at its option, take other actions 
as it deems appropriate.  

(e)  For deficiencies related to paragraph (12), the City shall notify licensee by telephone, at the 
telephone number(s) indicated on the application, that an unregistered watercraft has been 
identified as moored or docked at licensee's dock space. Licensee shall have two business days 
to remove the watercraft from the dock space or notify the City that it is not licensee's property. 
If licensee indicates that the watercraft is not licensee's property, the City will treat the subject 
watercraft as abandoned. If the licensee fails to remove the unregistered watercraft, or 
indicates that the watercraft is not licensee's property, then within the two business days the 
City will notify the licensee by registered mail that licensee has five business days to remove 
or register the watercraft. Failure to comply shall result in forfeiture of the dock space license 
and removal from the boat dock list.  

Sec. 42-6.1. through Sec. 42-15 [Unchanged]  

Sec. 42-16 Sports/Tennis Tags.  

(a) Each Sports Tag entitles a resident to the use of one (1) tennis court, pickleball court, bocce 
court or volley ball court with a maximum of three (3) guests. 
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(b) No guest is entitled to use of the facilities listed in subsection (a) or other recreation area 
unless accompanied by a resident with a valid sports tag 

(c) The Sports/Tennis Tag must be hung on the board (if provided) at the tennis/pickleball court 
entrance prior to use of the tennis/pickleball facility. 

(d) Tennis courts, pickleball courts, bocce courts and volley ball courts are to be used on a first 
come, first served basis, but when people are awaiting the use of a court, there shall be a 
maximum time use of the court of ninety (90) minutes. 

(e) Hours of use of the tennis/pickleball courts are restricted to 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Sec. 42-17. [Unchanged] 

Sec. 42-18. – Community Events 

A request to conduct an event on park property for the residents of the City, to promote good health 
and encourage community involvement, may be administratively approved by the City Manager 
if all of the following conditions are met: 

(i) The applicant is a resident of Sylvan Lake. 

(ii) The event is open to the public and is specifically intended for the benefit of the residents 
of the City of Sylvan Lake. 

(iii) The event involves less than two hundred (200) attendees at one time. 

(iv) The event will be located in or adjacent to a park area 

(v)  Disruption of the park area will be limited. The event will not require significant parking 
lot or road closures. 

(vi) The property used will be left in the same or better condition than before the event. 

As part of an approval, a limited number of outside vendors (e.g., food trucks) may be permitted 
as determined by the City Manager on the basis of the purpose and scope of the proposed event. 
Because it is the intention that this provision relates to public events on public property, no fee or 
separate insurance shall be required. 

Sec. 42-19. Penalty 

Any person, firm or corporation determined to have been in violation of the provisions of this 
Chapter shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction and subject to the provisions of chapter 
1, section 1-7 of the Sylvan Lake City Code.  

Section 2. Repealer. 

Any and all Ordinances and resolutions heretofore adopted inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.   



6 

Section 3.  Severability. 

If any one (1) or more provisions of this Ordinance shall ever be held by any Court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the remaining provisions hereof shall 
nevertheless be continued in full force and effect, it being expressly recited and declared that such 
remaining provisions would have been enacted despite the invalidity of such provision or 
provisions so held to be invalid. 

Section 4. Savings. 

All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or incurred at the time this 
ordinance takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when they 
were commenced. 

Section 5.  Effective Date. 

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect ten (10) days after adoption by 
the Sylvan Lake City Council. 

Section 6. Enactment. 

This Ordinance is declared to have been enacted by the City Council of the City of Sylvan Lake at 
its meeting duly called and held on the 20th day of May 2020 and shall be given publication in 
accordance with applicable law. 

Ayes: Clarke, Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Buchanan  
Nays: None  
Abstentions: None  
Absent:  None  
 
Adopted: February 12, 2025 
Published: February 19, 2025 
Effective: February 22, 2025 
 
Locations: City Hall, Community Center, Police Station 
 
 
 _______________________________________ 
 Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 
 City of Sylvan Lake 


